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Tir. I. 5. 

For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhoul- 
deſt ſet in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had ap- 
pointed thee. 


— ZP {0 t Importance and Neceſſit 
tag _— — to 22 2 the Bc dy of oa 
* and the per feſting of the Samts, is the 
Inſtitution, and Exerciſe of the Mi- 
gaghnniſterial Function, that the Apo- 

8 lte, St. P au, left Titus in Crete, for 
this very End: For, although there 
were a great many Teachers, or 
Profeflours of the Word in that I- 
ſland already, that pretended to know God, v. 18. and; 10 
wall in bis Ways, Joſh. 22. 5. Micah 4. 3. yet he knew af- 
ſuredly, as well from the Information of God's Holy Spi- 
rit, as his own common Obſervation when he wis among 
them, that this Profeſſion of theirs was but deceitful 4d 
vain, v. 10. becauſe they were not only too apt to gain- 
ſay the faithful Word, v. 9. and, rials, that neceſſiry 
Part of it which teacheth us the Divine Inſtitution of the 
Miniſterial Function; but were likewiſe wiruly, and diſo- 
bedient, v. 10, 16. and conſequently, wanted very much 
to be better ſer in order, or inſtructed, both as to che 
Inſtitution, and Exerciſe, of ſo important a Truſt ; and 
therefore, for this Cauſe, or, upon theſe two Accounts, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, left I thee in C-ete, that thou ſaruld-jt ſet 
in order the things that are wanting, and ordain Elders in every 
City, 45 I bad aptointed thee, = | 

From the Words you'll very readily obſerve, that the 
Apoſtle left Titus in Crete to do theſe two things. 

| B 


I. Fil: 
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I. Firſt, To ſet in order the things which were want ing; or, 
to exerciſe the Power of 7uri/difion, in that Church; as 
he was their Biſhop, or, Supreme Spiritual Governour, 
and Ruler, at chat Time. And 


II. Scondſy, To ordain Elders in every City; or, to con- 
ſtitute, and appoint, a ſtanding Miniſtry, a the Apoſtle 


Firſt then, The Apoſtle left Titus in Crete to ſet in Or- 
der the things that were wanting; or, to exerciſe the 
Power of Furiſdition, in that Church; as he was their 
Biſhop, or, ſupreme ſpiritual Governour, and Ruler, at 
that Time. | | 
And, as he was inveſted with this legiſlative and exe- 
cutive Power then, as being diſtin from, and ſuperiour 
to, all the reſt of that Church, both in Order _ uriſ- 
dition; ſo, I do not find but that every other Chriſtian 
Church throughout the World, which admits of a Di- 
vine, or Apoſtolical Model of Church Government, 
owns this Power to be of laſting Importance, and a per- 
petual Precedent too for every one of them ftill ; and, 
eſpecially, the truly Apoſtolical Church of God, the e- 
ſtabliſn'd Church of England, as I ſhall endeavour to 
make very evidently appear, in the Sequel of this Diſ- 
courſe, to every impartial and Chriſtian Reader. 

In the mean time, as there cannot be, at this Day, any 
more than there was, in St. Paul's Time, a regular Exe- 
cution of this Power without Perſons lawfully ordained 
to it, it will be convenient for me to invert the Order of 
the Words, and to ſhew, 


I. Firſt, That there is a Power ſtill left with the Go- 
vernours and Rulers of Chriſt's Church, ſuch as Titus 
was, to ordain Elders in every City; or, to conſtitute 
and appoint a ſtanding Miniftry ; and, that this Power is 
diſtin from, and ſuperiour to, either Elders or Presby- 
ters, Prieſts, or Deacons, ſtrictly ſo called. And after I 
have fully diſpatch'd this, I ſhall proceed to diſcourſe as 
fully upon the other general Propofition. | 

Firſt then, That there is a Power ſtill left with the 
Governours and Rulers of Chriſt's Church, ſuch as Titus 
was, to ordain Elders, or to conſtitute and appoint a 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding Miniſtry, is plain from * Epbe. 4. ver. 11, 12. 
where the Apoſtle tells us, that be, (i. e. Chriſt Jeſus ) 
gave ſome Apojiles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, 
and ſome Paſtours and Teachers, for the perfelting of the Saints, 
for the Work, of the _ L 7 the edifying of the Body of 
Chriſt : For, it is indiſputably evident, that, as it was 
highly neceſſary the Body of Chriſt ſhould be tual- 
ly edified; fo it was no leſs neceſſary that the ſame Or- 
ders of Men ſhould be perpetually continued for pro- 
moting ſuch Edification ; and none of them were allowed 
to undertike the Promotion of it, or to aſſume the Mi- 
niſterial Function upon them for this End, unleſs they 
were lawfully calied ; that is, unleſs they were regularly 
commiſſioned to this great Work by the Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles, or the ſupreme Governors and Rulers of 
Chriſt's Church; which we ſhall prove to be Biſhops, 
as clearly as we can prove a perpetual or ſtanding Mini- 
ſtry: For, it is undeniably manifeſt, that this Divine 
Authority, or ſupreme ſpiritual Power, was conveyed to 
their Succeſſors by the Apoſtles themſelves, by the Rite 
of Impofition of Hands: And, that it was to be tranſ- 
mitred in a direct Line of Succeſfon F throughout all the 
Ages of the Church, is as manifeſt, fince it was un- 
doubtedly exerciſed by the ſupreme Governor of pbeſus 
as well as Crete, Thus St. Paul to Timothy, t Epilt. c. 5. 
v. 22. Lay bands ſuddenly on no Man 5 and more expreſly 
to Titzs, in the Words of my Text, For ths Cauſe left I 
Thee in Crete, that Thou ſhoulde/t — ordain E'ders in every City; 
as the Apoſtles bad ardained Elders in other Churches, Acts 14. 
I4, 23. 

But further, I ſhall make it fully and particularly ap- 
pear, that we have the Suffrage and Senſe of the Primi- 
tive Church ſufficiently atteſted, by an uninterrupted 
Practice purſuant to it, not only for four or five of the 
firſt and beſt Centuries, but likewiſe, if it were neceſſa- 
ry, I could produce the moſt authentick and received Au- 
thorities all along afterwards, for Fifteen Hundred Years 
together; and then, and not till then, among thoſe ma- 
ny great Advantages that accrued to Chriſt's Church up- 
on the Reformation, by the Subtilty of the Devil, and 
Mens too ambitiouſly affecting J 4 Parity in the Miniftry, 

vid. St. Ambroſe's Comment uon this Text. 4K Cheſter's 
Chriſtian Inſtitutes, p. 128. 1 44 Epiſt. to Ay. D.C. Priem Exif 
Tz: aroſe 
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aroſe up one very great Diſadvantage to it, viz. a bold 
(4) Denyal of the ſupreme Order of Biſbops, which, if not 
timely prevented, or watchfully guarded againſt, may, 
in time, eftace or ſap the very — of (F) Chri- 
flianity it ſelf. 

And now that I may make all this fully and particu- 
larly appear, as I ſaid, or ſhew the ſupreme Order of Bi- 
ſhops to be truly Divine or Apoſtolical (c), and diſtin 
from that of either Presbyters or Elders, Prieſts or Dea- 
cons, ſtrictly fo called; I ſhall beg leave to proceed in 
the following Method. 

1. Firſt, [ ſhall ſet down the different Titles, or 
Names the Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical Men, the Biſhops, 
in the firſt Age of the Church, or in the Apoſtles time, 
went under, and ſtiled themſelves by in holy Scripture, 
and prove from expreſs Paſſages of it, that, notwithſtan- 
ding their giving themſelves the different Titles or 
Names of Biſhops, Elders, Presbyters, or Deacons, th 
were Miniſters of the firſt or higheſt Order in the Churc 
of Chriſt, ſtrictly ſpeaking, at that time; (i. e.) they 
were actually Apoſtles, or, what we now call Biſhops. 

2. Secondly, I ſhall prove this firſt or higheſt Order 
from the moſt eminent Fathers of the firſt and pureſt Cen- 
turies, and conſequently, their Authority in the preſent 
Caſe, muſt be looked upon as infallible, or convincing 
to all ſucceeding Generations. 

3. Towaly, and laſtly, I ſhall prove that the Church f 
England in particular, hath always embraced this ſupreme 
Hierarchy, purſuant to Apoſtolical Canon and Practice 
from the firſt Planting of Chriſtiani'y amongſt us; and doth 
ſtill embrace and injoyn the uninterrupted Practice 1 


»„*„.— 


(a) Non aliunde Hereſes obort e ſunt, aut nata ſunt ſchiſm ata, quam inde, 
quod Sacerdoti Dei non obtemperatur. Cyp. Ep. ss. r. 138. & L. 1 Ep. 3. 
| LS Schiſmata & Heveſes oborte ſunt, dum Epi ſcopus, qui uns ell, contem- 
nit ur. Ep. 69. ; 
(b) Athanafins, and ſeveral other of the Primitive Saints and Fathers, fre- 
quently inform us, that there can be no Chriſtians, neither can the Church of 
Chriſt Tabf {t without Biſhops. 
Athano F. Epiſt. ad Pracontium. Tom. I. p. 264, 265. Ignatii Epiſt. ad 
Smyrnenſ. Ec. | | 
(e) For, where there 3s Jus Apoſtolicum ( ſaith one) there is, and muſt be 
Jus Divinum t4/upport it; and Brſhnps, in their coordinate Pate, are, by conſe- 
g, of Divine Inſtitution. Vid. Epik. before Cl. Prim. Epiſc. p. 4. 
Mr. Baxter ſaith likewiſe, that there is an Epiſcopacy which he cannot deny to 
be of Divine Right ; or. that which Chriſt by prnſelf and his Spirit, in big 
les, inſtituted. Baxt. Ch. Hiſt. of Biſhaps, Sc. p. 22. d 
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Continuance of it under the ſtricteſt Obligations of both 
Conſcience and Law. [ 

Fit then, I ſhall endeavour to prove, that altho* the 
Apoftles, or Apoſtolical Men the Biſhops, were ſome- 
times ſtiled Minifters of the lower Orders in holy Scri 
ture; yet that they were actually Biſhops, or of the ſu- 
preme Order in Chriſt's Church at the very ſame time 
they were ſo ſtiled. 

I ſhall begin with the laweſt, or with their calling 
themſelves D-acons firſt. And that the Apoſtles, or A 
ſtolical Men the Biſhops, ſometimes went under &. 
Name; or were called M-ni/ters, or Deacons, which, in 
the Original, fignify the ſame, when they were actually 
Biſhops, is unqueſtionabiy manifeſt from St. Paul him- 
ſelf, who, in moſt of his Epiſtles, when he was behind 
none of the Apoſiles, as he ſaith, either in Power or Digni- 
ty (2 Cor, 11. 5.) was pleaſed to ſtile himſelf after this 
manner. 

I ſhall begin with his Epiſtle to the Romans, and ym 
them in order, as they are ſet down throughout the New 
Teſtament. 

In his 15th Chapter of that Epiſtle, at the 16th Verſe, 
be calls himſelf Minſter of Jeſus Chriſt. And, that Mini- 
{ter, in the Original, fignifieth a Deacon, you read 1 Ep. 
Cor. 3.5. where he faith, who is Paul, or, who Apollos, 
but Ardxovor, Miniſters or Deacons, by whom ye believed. And 
more exprelly in his Epiſtle to the Epheſtans, (c. 3. v. 7.) 
where he tiles himſelf &A:zua&, a Miniſter or Deacon; 
of which Goſpel, ſaith he, I was made a Deacon or Miniſter. 
And he uſeth the very ſame Expreflion in Coll. 1. 23, 25. 
<chereof (i. e. of the Goſpel ) I am made Aran ©, a Miniſter 
or Deacon. And in his 1 15 3. 2. he tells them, he 
ſent Timothy bs Brother, (Ade, Deacon, or) 
Miniſter of God, to eſtabliſh and comfort them concerning the 
Faith. 

I will not ſay poſitively, that Timothy was actually a 
Biſhop at this time, but it is moſt certain he was not 
barely a Deacon; becauſe, the Apoſtle not only calls him 
Brother, but tells the Theſſalonians that he ſent him to 
eſtabliſb them in the Faith ; which Office could not well be 
executed under the Order of Presbyter at leaſt : But 
when St. Pau! wrote his Epiſtle to him, we are ſure Timo- 
thy was an ordained or conſecrated Biſhop, and yet he 
ſtiles him only &A'«xC, i Tim, 4. 6. If thou put the Bre- 

then 
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thren in Remembrance of theſe things, thou ſhalt be a good Al- 
v, Deacon, or Miniſier of Feſus Chriſt. Nay, our Sa- 
viour himſelf, the very Original and Fountain cf all 
Church Power, is called Miniſter in Hebr. 8. 2. now, of ike 
things which we have ſpoken, tl N the Sum, We have ſuch a 
High-Priefl, bo is on the Kight Hand of the Throne of the Ma- 
jeſty in the Heavens, a Miniſter of the Saufuary, And in the 
15th Chapter to the Romans, at the 8th Verſe, the Apoſtle 
calls him barely Aidzo@, Miniſter or Deacon; Now, I 
ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt vu a Miniſter or Deacon, | 
purſuant to this we find that what I haye juſt now 
— from Scripture is moſt clearly illuſtrated in the 
orm of our Church for ordering Deacons, ſet forth 
in 1559. the Epiſtle whereof beginneth thus, Likewije 
mzft the (4) Miniſters ; that is, the Deacons, &c. which 
manifeſtly ſheweth, that theſe two Words, Mzniſter and 
Deacon, are, in the Original, of the very ſame Signinca- 
tion, as alſo in the Language of our Church purſuant 
thereunto; and when they are taken ſtrictly, (as in 
Phil. 1. 1. 1 Tn. 3. 8. and in A# 6.5. &c.) do always 
denote Perſons of the loweſt Order, altho', in the Pla- 
ces above. cited, they plainly imply the firſt, or higheſt 
Order only. 

So that from what hath been briefly ſaid on this firſt 
Particular, we may ſafely infer, that altho' the Apoſtles, 
or Apoſtolical Men the Biſhops, were ſometimes ftiled 
Deacons (b), or Miniſters (and ſo indeed was our blel- 
ſed Saviour himſelf as if they had been of this loweſt 
Order only ; yet we are very ſure, and you ſhall find it 
clearly proved by-and-by, that each of them was inveſt- 
ed with the firſt or higheſt Order and Authority in 
Chriſt's Church, at the very ſame time they were ſo ſti- 
led. I proceed now to my 


II. Second Particular, which is to ſhew likewiſe from 
various Texts of Scripture, that the Apoſtles call'd them- 
ſelves Presbyters or Elders; (the firſt fignifying that in 
Greek which the other doth in Engliſh); or, _—_ 

an 


a) Vid. Sparrotu's Collection of Articles, Sc. p. 144, 150, 
5) Ot EMT n. Adept, 2 IlgsT Corres: ge Chryſoſt. Kad 
à EmTror©> ide. Tu EmTxOTa , (hips THY axe 


( 
-- 4 
vir G Th nogpignoer- 
Caye in Er 24 Philip. c. 1. 1 Tim. cg. 1. and cap. 3. 
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and Prieſts ( Prieſt being only a Contraction of Presby- 
ter); and theſe all, ſtrictly ſpeaking, fignify the 2d 
Order only, at the very ſame time they were Biſhops ; 
or actually intruſted with the higheſt, or an Epiſcopal 
Power and Authority in Chriſt's Church. And to thi, 
Purpoſe the Evangeliſt, and molt beloved Diſciple, the 
Apoſtle St. Jobn, who expreſly calleth himſelf 6 IlpsoCure- 
, Presbyter, or Elder, in the Beginning of both his 
2d and zd Epiſtles; the former directed to the Elect La- 
dy, and the latter to his dearly beloved Gaijus; the Pres- 
byter or Elder, ſays he, . unto the elect Lady and her Children, 
whom I love in the Truth, 2 Ep. v. 1. and the Presbyter or El- 
der unto the beloved Gaijus, whom I love in the Truth, Ep. 3. 
v. 1. And to the ſame Purpoſe, or indeed, more fully, 
the Apoſtle St. Peter, The Presbyters, or E ders, ſays he, 
which are among you, I exbort, who am alſo a Presbyter or 
Elder, 1 Pet. 5. 1. | 

But now, altho' by way of Condeſcenfion to their in- 
ferior Brethren the Prieſts and Deacons, the Apoſtles 
were pleaſed to ſtile themſelves in theſe Places Presby- 
ters or Elders, as tho' they had been only of that Order, 
when they wrote their Epiſtles; yet, if we conſult other 
Parts of them, we ſhall find that they call'd themſelves 
Adoſtles in the very ſame Epiſtles: So St. Peter in both 
his Epiſtles, Chap. r. v. 1. Peter an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt : 
8 31 in the Title of all his Epiſtles, is ſtiled an 

a ) Apoſtle, 
And now, ſhould any one deny that our Bleſſed Sa vi- 
our's prime Miniſters were of the higheſt Order in his 
Church, or what we now call Biſhops, they ſeem mani- 
feſtly to contradict not only the beſt E. (as you ſhall 
hear hereafter) but likewiſe Divine, or Scripture Autho- 
rities; and particularly, the holy Spirit himſelf, in ob.. 
v. 11, 12. afore-cited, where he brings in our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour by the Mouth of the Apoſtle, naming them firſt, 
and as a diſtinct Order; He gave ſeme Apoſtles, and ſome 
Prophets, &c. but eſpecially in 1 Or. 12. 28. where it is 
written, And God bath ſet ſome in the Church; fiſt, Apoſtles, 
ſecondarily Prophets, and thirdly Teachers ; and, indeed, the 
very Words and Inſtitution of our Blefſed Saviour him- 
ſelf, who made choice only of Twelve Apoſtles. 


Thus 


( 2) Sec the Original. 
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Thus St. Matthew, ch. 10. v. 1, 2. when be had called unto 
bim bis twelve Diſciples, be gave them Power againſt all unclean 
Spirits to caſt them out, and to heal all manner of Sickneſs, and 
all manner of Diſcaſe; and the Names of the twelve Apoſtles, 
Sc. And Luke 6. v. 13. When it was day be called unto him 
ba Diſciples, and of them be choſe Twelve, hom be alſo named 
Apoſtles: For that theſe Twelve Apoſtles were actually 
inveſted with the Office of High- Prieſts, or Biſhops, by 
our Saviour himſelf, while he was among them, 
to me to be very evident from their Commiſſion, which 
was given them by their Lord and Maſter ſeveral Years 
before they wrote their Epiſtles, and conſequently before 
they were pleaſed to ſtile themſelves in them by the 
Names of Prieſts or Elders, Miniſters or Deacons. 
Indeed, I muſt allow, that whilſt our Saviour exerci- 
ſed his Miniſterial Function here upon Earth, he himſelf 
repreſented the Biſhop, or High Prieſt, among the Jews; 
his Apoſtles, the Prieſts; and the 70 Diſciples, who were 
in Order and Dignity inferior to both, the Levites; bur, 
upon his leaving the World , he ſolemnly inaugurated 
the Twelve to this high Office, and gave them full Com- 
miſſion to ordain others to it; and accordingly, they 
did conſecrate or ordain, and tranſmit it to others to all 
ſucceeding Generations: For, immediately after his glo- 
rious Reſurrection, or however, before his triumphant 
Aſcenſion, they were actually dignified with the ſame 
Office, Power, and Authority that he himſelf was whilſt 
he was among them, fince he poſitively faith, 4 my Fa- 
ther ſent me; that is, the ſame Commiſſion, Power, or 
Office, that he gave me, and I have exerciſed among 
you, give | unto you“; even ſo ſend I you, John 20. 21. 
as; 


— 


*The like, or indeed, in more full Terms, doth a certain l-arned Divine teſ- 
tify, when he ſaith, ſpeaking of our Bleſſed Saviour's Miniſtetial Powers, af. 
ter he had trium ph d over Death by a glorious Reſurrettion, and was r-ady to 
aſcend into Heaven to take Foſſeſson of bis Kingdom there, that bis Church might 
not ſuffer in his Abſerce for tant of Pajtors and Governors to take care of it, He 
committed all his Power and Authority, as Head of the Church, to his Apoi- 
tles T his the [ext expreſiy ſheweth, As my Father ſent me, faith Chrilt, ſo 
ſend I yow. As, if he had faid, ith the fame Power and Authority that my 
Father ſent we into tic World i conjittute and govern my Church, I ſend you 
and your Succefſurs. Lr. Tv. br. Serm. on Remifſion of Sins, p. 16. 

Dr. Sand -r'or ſaith likewiſe, that the Caſtitation and Government of the 
Church of England oy Bijhoj> —— i; Divine Rig exerciſed by the A. 
po;ttes themſeltcs, and by — a i 1,48, tn their Tina's, avpointed, and enabled 
 ther-unto by them, ecco ing to ths Wit of the Loxd Jeſus Chriſt, and by vir- 
tae of the Comu:itlion they 14 received from bim. Bp. Liacolu's Epiſcopacy, 
as now cltavliſh'd, no Fiejudice 36 Regal Power, p. 17. Dr. otter 
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And lo! I am with you alway, even unto the end of the World, 
Matt. 28. 20. And that our Saviour was Biſhop, or 
High-Prieſt in his Church, I preſume none will deny, 
fince he was the Head of it, Coll. 1. 18. and all Power w, 
and 1 roen unto him in Heaven and Earth, Matth. 28. 18. 
and eſpecially fince he is expreſly called Biſhop, and A- 
poltle, and High-Prieſt, by St. Peter and St. Paul ; Says 
the firſt, Ye were as ſheep going aſtray, but are now return d 
unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of pow Souls, 1 Ep. 2. 25. And 
the latter, ¶ herefore, holy Brethren, Partaers of the beaven'y 
Calling, conſider the Apoſtle and High- Prieſt of our Profe/- 
fron, Feſus Chriſt, Heb. z. v. 1. but more eſpecially, be- 
cauſe it is written, that Chrif# glorified not Banſel to be 
made a High Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my 
Son, to day bave I begotten thee, Heb. 5.5. And yet this 
Biſhop, or Apoſtle, and High-Prieſt of ours, is tiled 
barely Prieſt, at the th verſe of the Sth chap. of this ve- 
ry Epiſtle: For thus the ſame Apoſtle, If be were on earth 
he ſhould not be a Prieſt; that is, according to the Old 
Law ; for then he ſhould conſtantly offer Gifts and Sa- 
crifices, which, according to that Miniftration, were ne- 
ver able to take away Sins; and yet he is a Prieſt for e- 
ver, but then it is according to the New Law, and af- 
ter the Order of M-lchi/edeck; fince by one Oblation of him- 
ſelf be hath for ever per felted them that are ſanflified, Hebr. 
12. 14. 

Thus, I think, I have made it fully appear, under 
this ſecond Particular alſo, that the Apoſtles were called 
Presbyters or Elders, Paſtors or Priefts, as well as Mini- 
{ters or Deacons (yea, our Saviour himſelf was ſo call'd) 
at a Time when they muſt be Biſhops, or inveſted with 

the ſame ſtanding Power, Order, and Dignity, that our 
Lord himſelf was whilſt he was among them. I proceed 


now 1n the 


HI. Third place, to examin the Texts, where the 
Words Overſeers or Biſhops ſeem to fignify the firſt and 
Et. © HS ec 


ſecond 


lh — 
— 


Dr. Porter ſaith alſo, that i» the fame Manner, 2nd with the fame Autho- 
rity as ( Feſus Chrift ) bis Father ſeut him; jo h fent his Apoſtles. Vid. His 
woſt excellent Diſconrſ: en Church-Goreyumeit. p. 23+ 

Dr. Hammond, in his Book, De Confirmxtinne, writes to the: ſame Purpoſe, 
when he tells us, p. 49 5v. that g u "ienaza nos certos Jaciunt Onnem- 
Ecdleſiaſticam-Pot2ſtatem penes E.p1j-opos (ut 4pojtolos ) eff , — 4, tots 
moedum ſui; Moduli; — Prevbyteris imo Diaconis — con redita fuit. 
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econd Orders, promiſcuouſly ; but, as I take it, plamly 
— the ſecond only, and yet the firſt or higheſt Or- 
der, as at preſent maintain'd in the Church of Chriſt, re- 
mains ſtill diſtinct and clear againſt all thoſe that are of 
2 contrary Perſuafion, as you will very readily obſerve 
from the Examination of the following controverted Paſ- 
ſages in the New Teſtament. I begin 

( 1.) With 4# the 2oth, in which Chapter the per- 
curse, Presbyters or Elders, at v. 17. are ſtiled E- 
Tigxzoru, Biſhops or Overſeers, at v. 28. which, one 
would ſuppoſe, imply the higheſt Order only, and that 
this latter Text is the genuine Explication of the former : 
But now to underſtand theſe two Texts diſtinctly, or, 
what Order theſe Perſons were ſtrictly of that the Apoſ- 
tle ſent for here in this Chapter fo far as to Miletus, it will 
be requiſite to acquaint you, that, as St. Paul E 
planted any Church, particularly that of Epheſus, he le 
ordinary Prieſts and Deacons alone for ſome time to preach 
the Word, adminiſter the Sacraments, and to perform all 
other Acts of Chriſtian ＋ that belong to theſe in- 
ferior Orders in a ſettled Church; and, as he had Op- 

nity, and ſaw it convenient, viſited them in his 
Travels from one Church to another, in his own Per- 
ſon; and approv'd and confirm'd, or admoniſh'd and 
cenſur d them, as Occafion required, himſelf. 

Theſe Acts of Juriſdiction were ſome part of his Care 
when he ſent for theſe Biſhops, Presbyters, or Over- 
ſeers, from Epheſus to Miletus: For, although he had 
been with them ſeveral times before, and indeed, was 
but lately gone from them to vifit his other Churches 
of Greece and Macedonia ; yet, knowing that he ſhould 
ſpeedily conſtitute another Dioceſan or Biſhop over them, 
and ſhould ſee their Face no more, he was willing ro 
leave his laſt viſitorial Legacy in as ample a manner as 
25 that they might be almoſt infallibly directed 

ow to govern themſelves, and to take due Care of all 
the Flock committed to their Charge : But becauſe ur- 
gent Bufineſs haften'd him to a famous Anniverſary at 
Jeruſalem, fo that he could not be at leiſure to go fo far 
up into the Country as Epbeſis, he ſent for all the Bi- 
Mops, Presbyters, or Overſeers he had ordain'd and go- 
vern'd in that See to meet, and attend him at Miletus: So 
the Text; aud from Miletus be ſent to Epheſus, and cal- 
id the Pres! yters er Fiders of the Church, v. 17. where, when 
L they 
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they were come, as their faithful Dioceſan, or Biſhop, 
he tells them, that having been with them conſtantly for 
the ſpace of three Years, v. 31. he bad not ſbus'd to declare 
to them the whole Counſel of God, v. 27. 

And then followeth this preſſing Exhortation, v. 28. 
Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the Hock, over 
the which the Holy Gboſt hath made You Overſeers, (Exigubæut) 
to feed the Church of God hich be hath purchaſed with bis own 
Blood. 

Now from the Account I have given you of the Con- 
text of this Chapter, you cannot but obſerve, at leaſt it 
is my humble Opinion, that theſe Elders, Overſeers, or 
Biſhops, were Miniſters of an Order inferior to that of 
the Apoſtles ; i. e. they were Presbyters or Elders of that 


Church only, under St. Paul, of which he was (4) Go- 


vernor under Chriſt, or their proper Biſhop, at that 
Time ; otherwiſe, one would think, he cou'd not have 
obliged them to have attended his Viſitation ſo far as to 
Miletus, as, you ſee, the Text expreſly afſures us He did; 
neither can I believe, that they wou'd have been obe- 
dient to fo tedious a Command. 

And that this Comment which I have here made upon 
theſe two Texts is literally true, and perfectly agreeable 
to the eſtabliſh'd Liturgy of the Church of Eag/and, ſhe 
makes it evidently = by appointing this very Portion 
of Scripture for the Epiſtle in the Form for conſtituting 
and ordaining this very Order of Men (6). 

Whether St. Paz! appointed Timothy his Succeſſor in 
this See, at this Time, I will not poſitively ſay; but if 
not now, doubtleſs it was in a very ſhort Time after 3 
becauſe, he tells them, that after bis Departure there would 
ariſe grievous Wolves among, them, v. 29. and therefore, out 
of that tender Regard he had for them, he muſt nceds 
ſend him ſpeedily to keep them, as much as poſſible, 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith. 

And, indeed, no fitter Perſon could be pitch'd upon 
for ſo extraordinary an Employ than Timothy, who was 
mighty in the Scriptures from his Youth, and a zealous 


Ver. 


C 2 But 


— Ct. 


a) Vid. Dr. Potter's Diſcourſe of 3 e 74. 
] Ollice for making Pricſts, 


Contender for the Faith againſt all Oppoſers whatſoe- 
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But now from what you have heard from the Exam i 
nation of theſe Words, there can be no Reaſon to 

round the Presbyterian Hypothefis upon them, v:z. that 
— are but two Orders in the Church, Prieſts and Dea- 
cons only; or, that a bare Presbyter is of _ Power, 
Order, and Dignity, with thoſe we now call Biſhops ; 
becauſe it plainly appears, from the whole Context, that 
St. Paul was their Viſitor, and ſuperior to them, both in 
Order and Juriſdiction, at that Time. The like will 


2 2 
18 If we conſider Philip. 1. 1. where the ſame Apo- 
ſtle, writing to that Church, directs his Epiſtle, toge- 
ther with the Saints there, to the Biſpops and Deacons. 
Thus the Text, Paul and Timotheus, the S:rvants of Jeſus 
Chriſt to all the Saints in Chriſt Teſus, which are at Philippi, 
uith the Tiſbope and Dracons: Where you obſerve, that the 
Word Biſbos beareth the ſame Name with thoſe we now 
call Biſhops; But as it is highly improbable there 
ſhould be more than one Biſhop of that See, or indeed, 
in any other ſettled Church or City, at one Time, un- 
leſs perhaps, in Caſes of Neceſſity, or to ſecure the Suc- 
ceſſion; So, we may very reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
theſe Biſhops were no other then bare Presbyters; For, 
I do not find that the Apoſtle had yet made any one 
their ſettled Biſhop, altho', we may preſume, Epapbro- 
ditus went away from Rome inveſted with ſuch a Charatter, 
or was made their Biſhop not long after by Saint Paul 
or as a very * learned Author obſeryes, by the Apoſtles. 
And indeed being ſo very able and acceptable an El- 
der to them, inſomuch that the Philippians ſent him upon 
= weighty Embaſſy to the Apoſtle, as far as Rome, He 
could do no leſs, out of Gratitude to them, and a reci- 
procal Reſpect, than get him conſtituted, or ordain and 
conſtitute him their Biſhop himſelf. And truly, ſome 
of the Fathers are poſitive, that Epabbroditus was made 
Biſhop of Philipti t; And, if at that Time, it can hardly 
be ſuppoſed that the Biſhops here mentioned, then re- 


fiding at Philipp, could be more than common Presby- 
ters. 


But, 
. — — Z 
* Mr. Nelſon on Teſt. Sc. 
{ Theod. T. 3. : 8 . ee 
Pit 1 3 2 Jo W e e. 7. Hil. in Epift. ad 


Inſtitution and Juriſdiction of Bis HOS. 13 

Bur, if this could not be clearly prov'd, I ſee no Rea- 
fon = common Presbyters may not as properly be cal- 
led Biſhops in ſome Paſſiges of holy Scripture, as we 
have manifeſtly prov'd, Apoſtles were called Deacons in 
others. 
We cannot then, with any Colour of Reaſon, found 
the Presbyterian Hypotheſis upon this Text exclufive 
of the higheſt Order, not only, becauſe we may pre- 
ſume, Saint Paul was yet their proper Dioceſan, or Bi- 
ſhop; but becauſe, there is no ground from the Text 


r* — that the higheſt is hereby exclu- 
ed. 


But, on the other hand, why may we not, with 
ſome learned Divines of our own, have as much Rea- 
ſon to believe that thoſe Miniſters of the Church at Phi- 
105 were real Biſhops, as our Diſſenters have to ex- 
clude that Order by the Authority of this Text? For, 
may not Biſhops | Ka fignify the Firſt Order, accor- 
ding to the Letter of the Text, as well as the Second? 

Presb did not always attend their Biſhops, and the 
| * are not abſolute either way, excluſive of the 
Other. 

But now, fince they may, and do, by their own Ac- 
knowledgment, 5 the Second and Third, why may 
they not as properly fignify the Firſt and Third, with- 
out denying the Inſtitution of the Second? Befides, as 
Saint Paul was the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and had. 
the Care of all the Churches in thoſe Regions at that 
Time; why might he not intend, as well as mention, 
Biſhops, or Overſeers of the higheſt Order here; becauſe, 
poſſibly, Epapbroditus, with his other Meſſage, might car- 
ry Letters along with him, importing, that certain iti- 
nerant Biſhops were then at Phil:pp;, impatiently waiting 
for an Anſwer to them for the Regulation of ſome weigh- 

and important Aﬀairs in the ſeveral Churches, of which 
os Apoſtle had made them Biſhops ſome where, or o- 
ther, in that Part of the Continent; or, upon ſome o- 
ther urgent, and neceſſary Occafion, which they would 
be glad to hear from the I wangg about, by this Meſſen- 
ger, while they ſojourned there. 

But however this be, which I will not lay much ſtreſs 
upon, ( altho? ſeveral very learned Men have), it is high- 
ly probable, nay, ſome of the Fathers are very porn, 
K. there were now, and then, in ſome Churches, juſt 

| | | od: . d. 
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founded, B: and Deacons only: (4) For, while the 
Biſhop refided on the Place, or, planted the Goſpel in 
ſome adjoyning Diſtrict, there was no abſolute Neceſſi 
for the conſtant Attendance of the Ordinary, or, ſettled 
Presbyter. He might, perhaps, for ſome Time, be ſent 
to officiate in a Cure founded and confirmed elſwhere, 
while the Biſhop was 22 and confirming in his, 
or, making lytes ſome where thereabout : or, ra- 
ther, there might be no Presbyters in ſome Places, be- 
cauſe the Belie vers were not only few ; but, out of theſe 
few, none were fit to be made fertled Presbyters of to ad- 
miniſter regularly the Word and Sacraments: (6) But, 
it was rarely known that ever the Biſhop was without 
his Deacons, becauſe, in thoſe early Times, in the Infan- 
cy of the Church, the Peoples Charity was ſo very large, 
and conſtant Attendance upon the Biſhop ſo very neceſ- 
ſary, that a Deacon, whoſe Office it was chiefly to attend 
him, and to take care of the Poor, muſt neceſſarily be in 
sraitmg : (c) 

But conſider the Words which way you pleaſe, they 
will make nothing for our Diſſenting 8 who en- 
deavour to found their unwarrantable Hypotheſis upon 
the Ruines of them. No more will 

The 1 Tim. ch. 3. v. 1, 2. another Portion of Scripture, 
pick d out for the ſame Purpoſe. The Words are theſe : 
This is 4 true Saying; If a man defrre the Office of a Biſvop be 
defereth a good Work : A Biſhop then, Ec. 

Now, I muſt confeſs that our Church ſeems to con- 
fine this Text, in one of her Offices, to the higheſt Order, 
that of Biſhops, becauſe ſhe makes Uſe of it for Part of 
her Service at the Conſecration of a Biſhop. But, with 
humble Submiſſion to better Judgments, we may reaſon- 


ably 


T4 


— — 


( 4 ) Proved from Epi , Lib. 3. c. 1. where he ſaith, Ni ri. 57 
* 3 that is, when the Apoſtles began to preach, ——&Sc. 

( © ) muse of un i tae iin v Tiger EN. agu 
Fats 3 ngn4T 2nozn GH md 47 Tray ae EM Epiph. Lib. 3. c. 1. 
£4. Feta v. p. 908. 

The ſame doth a learned Man poſitively aſſert of thoſe Perſons he calls Bi- 
Mops ; for, ſays he, It i: true, there were none in ſome leſſer Cities, but there 
were alſo none in ſome greater, the Reaſon was, not the ſmallneſs of the Place 
but the want of Chriitians. Prim. Epiſc. p. 57. | 

( ©) To this Purpoſe writes Epiphanius, Lib. 3. c. 1. afozementioned, where 
he ſaith, It was impoſſible for a Brſhop to be without his Deacons, and therefore 
the Apoſtles took care that the Biſhop ſhou'd have his Deacous to miniſler to bim. 

"Arey ot Acanire 'Emi0 nome adurales eas, &c. See alſo Dr. Hammond 
en A#s 11,v. 30. Note 6. : 
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ably preſume, that She never intended that it ſhould be 
ſtrictly taken for that Order of Men exclufive of the o- 
ther; becauſe, in the next Chapter but one thence fol- 
lowing, we have the Duty and of a common Pres- 
byter, as I take it, plainly deſcribed 3 And, by the whole 

enour of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, in this Epiſtle, it 
ſeems manifeſt to me, that the Biſhop, here mentioned 
in ch. 3. (v. 1, 2.) muſt neceſſarily repreſent, or, include 
the Presbyter, or, Elder; cited in ch. 5. (v. 1.) viz. Re- 
buke #ot a Presbyter, or, Elder; And thoſe Elders, or, Pres- 
byters alſo at v. 17. of this latter Chapter, where it is 
written, Let the Presbyters, or, Elders, that rule well, be 
cbiemted worthy of double Honour: For, the Biſhop, mention'd 
in the former Chapter, muſt either comprehend, or, in- 
clude the Elder, or E'dzrs, mentioned in this latter, or 
the Apoſtle ſeems to prefer an Elder, or Elders before 
him; for, whereas, in the third Chapter, he ſets down 
Duties as peculiar only, or chiefly, to an ordinary Pres- 
byter, he here, in this fifth Chapter, talks of Juriſdic- 
tion in the Church; Let the Presbyters, or, Elders, ſays he, 
that rule well. 

So that I would infer, from theſe two Paſſages, thac 
the Bi/bop and Elders, here mentioned, fignify the ſecond 
Order, that of Priefts chiefly, tho' not exclufive of the 
firſt. Indeed, the former of theſe Texts may, poflibly, 
fignify the firſt Order, as the Name ſeems to import, 
excluſive, ſtrictly ſpeaking, of the ſecond, as I find, 
ſome of the Ancients verily believed, and ſeveral of our 
own Divines have poſitively aſſerted; but if ſo, there 
are few or no Directions left for the Conduct of the 
Second; and the Directions, or, Powers given to the 
Biſhop, and Elders, in theſe two Paſſages, are ſo very 
like one another, and ſo perfectly agreeable to the paſto- 
ral Care, that one would believe, rhe Apoſtle here in- 
tended the ſecond Order chiefly, as I ſaid ; or, at leaſt, 
did not exclude it: For, 

Secondly, I ſuppoſe, this firſt Paſſage, however, may be 
taken to include both Orders, as, our eftabliſhed Church 
did once fully give us to underſtand, by making uſe of 
it in the Form for making Prieſts, (d) as well as Bi- 
ſhops. (e) Which, aſter all, I am apt to think, will 


prove 


-»» 


(4) S$errow's Collection, c. p. 12. (e It. 159. 
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the trueſt Comment on this Text, as ſeems to be 
iently intimated both by ſeveral celebrated Fathers 
and Authors, in the _ of this, (F) and the follow- 
ing Page; and by ſome of our own moſt learned Divines, 
allo in their Diſcourſes upon this Subject. 

But let it be interpreted either, or any, of theſe 
Ways, it will make nothing for our diſſenting Teachers; 
becauſe, if it be underſtood as relating only to the high- 
eſt Order, then they own three in the Church; And, if 
they pretend to exclude the higheſt, and take it to be 
referred only to the ſecond, we are ſure the ſecond, as 
ſuch, never had any Power, or Authority, to conſtitute 
any Order at all: Befides, this wou'd contradict the 
expreſs Words of another Part of this very Epiſtle, which 
appropriates the Power of Ordination to the higheſt Or- 
der only, Lay hands (meaning the Biſhop of that Church, &. 
TRY JH on no man, 1 Tim. 5. 22. 

(4) ther Portion of Scripture, which they bring 

ainſt us to maintain their Hypotheſis by, is the Words 

my Text; For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou 

27 ſet in Order the things that are wanting, and ordain 

Iders in every City, as I had appointed thee : Which Word 
Elders, in this fifth, at the ſeventh verſe next following, 
ſeems to be explained by the Word Biſop; From whence 
our Difſenting Brethren would gladly infer, that Biſhop, 
or Biſhops, and Elders, in theſe two Places, mult cer- 
tainly fignify one and the ſame Order, and, conſequent- 
ly, that there are but two in Chriſt's Church; (I. e.) 
Presbyters, or Elders, and Deacons only. 

But now, ſuppoſe we ſhould grant that Presbyters, 
or Elders, and Biſhops, in this Chapter, imply no 
more than the ſecond Order, which, I am apt to think, 
they will find it a very hard Task pofitively to prove; 
yet this will not invalidate the firſt, or higheſt, ſeeing 
that here is a Perſon ſettled in this See of Crete already, 
ſuperior to theſe two both in ( Order and Dignity : For, 

what 


wm — 


(F) Vid. Cbryſaſtom. Oecumen. Hilar. Diacon. &c. 

(g] Timothy and Titus are not only univerſally all»w'd to be of the rſt Or- 
der, bur are frequently ſtiled Biſhops by the ancient Fathers; and ſome of the 
moſt Learned of thein, as well as of our own Divines, ſeem to ſuggeſt, that 
where the Word Biſ7op is found in Scripture, there generally is included the firit 
— Ly as ſccond Order in Chiilt's Church, (i. e.) Viſtops and Presbyters or 

ieſts. 

Chryſ. Homil, II. in 1 Tim Ambros. in 1 Cor. 12. 10. Theodor. 
1 Tim. 3. St. Jerom, aul ſcvera others, | 
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what ſays the Text ? For this Cauſe left I Thee in Crete that 
Thou ſbou!deſt —ordain Presbyters, or Elders in ev-ry City, as F 
had appointed Thee, So that a fingle Perſon, of a diſtinct 
Order, and ſuperior to that of Presbyters, or Elders, 
was their proper Biſhop at that Time: For, as no Body, 
that I know of, denieth St. Paul's being of the higheſt, 
or, an Epiſcopal Order himſelf; fo it is as plain from 
theſe Words, that he appointed Titus to pet 2 Elders 
throughout his Dioceſs of Crete; (+) And therefore, 
altho* we grant that the Biſhop and Elders, in this Chap- 
ter, are the ſame with thoſe mentioned in 1 Tim. Chap. 
3. and 5. and that they have ReſpeR to the ſecond Or- 
der chiefly, if not 4 ( as ſome Learned Men have 
thought fit to aſſert in both theſe Paſſages of theſe E- 
piſtles ); yet, we have undoubted Authority from both 
of them for the Eſtabliſhment of the ſupreme, or high- 
eſt Order, that of Biſhops. 

So that the Arguments, which our Difſenting Bre- 
thren draw from theſe, and other Texts of holy Scri 4 
I have been hitherto examining, in Maintenance of their 
late Uſurpations for founding Churches by ordinary 


Presbyters only, fall to the Ground. I proceed now, in 
the | 


IV. Fourth, and laſt Place, to produce the Texts 
where the Word, Apoſile, or Biſbop; Avoſileſpiv, or Biſbop- 
ric, mentioned likewiſe in the New Teſtament, figni- 
fy the 8 or higheſt Order, or Office, excluſive 
of the as ſuch, and ſo conclude this firſt General. 

But before I go about to clear this Point, it will be re- 
quiſite to acquaint You, that in the Days of the Apoſtles, 
or, what we call the Apoſtolic Age, Biſhops, and A- 
polſtles, were ſometimes uſed for one, and were really 
the very /am? ſupreme Order, altho' the Word Apoſtle, 
while the 'T'welve liv'd, was moſtly uſed out of Reſpect 
to the Twelve, who were, in a more peculiar Manner, 
tiled Apoſtles; as being not only immediately ſent, and 
called by our Lord himſelf to the higheſt Office and 
Dignity in his Church, but ſtiled exprefly Apoſtles by 
him in ſeveral Places of the New Teſtament, as afore ob- 
ſerved. But then, in Proceſs of Time, or, as they left the 
World, and had ordain'd Others to ſucceed 3 in 

D their 
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their Office, their Suceſſours declined the Name of A- 

Hes, and contented themſelves with the Title of B.- 
5s; ( And, before St. John's Death, the Fathers [ ) 
tell you; that the Word Biſbop, was appropriated to 
the Apoitolical, or higheſt Order, in the Church only, 
as that of Apoſtle was to the Twelve generally in their 
Time. And for this Re ſon, perhaps, St. Peter was not 
| aſham'd to ſt le our Lord himſelf, B. op. Ve were as Sheep 
going at ay, but are now return d unto the Shepherd, and Bi- 
ſhop of your Sls, But to proceed. 

Th t we may prove this Matter beyond all reaſonable 
Doubt, let us compare 4#: 1. v. 20. with Verſe 25. 
next following, and we ſhall find, that Brſhop and A- 
poſtle were, by their Office, even from the beginning of 
Chriitianity, or the Apoſtolick Age, ſtrictly the fame ; 
For Fuaas, who was cne of the Twelve, being by Tranſ- 
greſſion fallen, that he might go to his Place, and the 
Apoſtles being obliged, according ro Propheſy, to pitch 
upon another to take his Office, and manfully to witneſs 
our Saviourꝰ's Reſurretion, accordingly decreed, in a full 
College, that one, choſen out from among the Seventy, 
ſhould be taken into his Place, or Office. So the Text; 
and bis Biſhoprick let another tale, v. 20. 

And that this is the very ſame with Apoſtleſhip, at 
the end of this Chapter, is undeniably evident, fince, 
after the Colleg: h d made their Choice, the Lot fell up- 
on Matthias, and he tool part of the Apoſtleſhip, ſaith the 
Text; and was numbred with the eleven Apoſtles, v.25,26.(m) 

So that, in the Infancy of the Apoſtolick Age, or be- 
fore the three Orders were ſtrictly confin'd to Biſhops, 
and Presbyters, or Prieſts and Deacons; the Word 
Biſhop and Apoſtle, or Biſhoprick and Apoftleſhip, 
were {o=etimes uſed to ſignify, and really were, one 
and the very ſame Order or OFce: And, that it muſt 
be the highelt, it cannot be deny d, fince, as it is cer- 

tain 


(Rk) Tf yeors rector (O i Thc Amon ic Ovoug wie hut: Ag 
Nele u elt, The 7 Tis EmTxoThs Tegonſogens mir make nehepiiog A- 
Ivo zi deep. Theoduet. t 4192. 3. 1. 3 Tom. p. 473. 

({) Vid. Huſeb. E. H. lib. 4. cap. 22, 23. Fi. Iih. 5. cop. 24 

(n) Hercupon St. Hila;y calls the Apoſtles themſclves _ in Exiſt. ad 
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As alſo A:ſeha, when he ſays that Jacob.ts------Zer:/ſalem erat Epiſcopus. Ex 
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tain that St. Matthias was niumbred with the Elev u, (and 
they were actually, as I (aid before, aſſhon as our Saviour 
was riſen from the Dead, or befure his Aſcenfion, in- 
veſted with the full Power and Authority of Biſhops, 
or the very ſame Order thet he nimſelf wis); fo like- 
wiſe, doubtleſs, had he the very ſame Commy/o: (u) given 
to him that they had; and we need not queition but the 
Lots were likewiſe ordered, or directed by the Lord, 
altho' they were caſt by their Hands; ( v.26.) and Ch. 2. 
v. 14. But further: 
That or Apoſtles, fignified the ſame ſu- 
. Order ſuperiour to and diſtinct from that of Preſ- 
yters, or Elders, ev'n in the very Beginning of the A- 
ſtolick Age, we find ſufficiently intimated, in the 
Efreenth Chapter of A, at a General Council held at 
Feruſalem; for certain Diſciples, differing in their Judg- 
ments, from Paul and Barnabas, about Circumciſion, as 
they were teaching at Antioch; they reſolved to fend 
them to the College of Apoſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem, 
to be ſatisfied in their Doubts, in a full Aſſembly, about 
this Matter: So the Text, v. 2; Vben Paul and Barna- 
bas had zo ſmall D. n ſcon and Hiſputat ion with ih, they de- 
termined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them 
ſhould go uh to Jeruſalem anto th Apoſtles and Elders, about 
this Queſtion. Where, you ſee, the Apoilles are plac'd 
firſt, and as they really were, in Oeder, diſtin from, 
and ſuperior to, the Presbyters, or F'ders, (o) or, © 
therwiſe the holy Spirit here muſt be guilty of Tauto- 
logy, which no Body, ſurely, ſhou'd preſume to ſaꝝ, Leſt 
he grieve him, and blaſpheme; And yet ſome nave 
ventur'd to ſ y, that theſe Presbyters, or Elders, were 
Biſhops, altho' not of Jeru alm, yer in the Country or 
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But further yet, in the ſucceeding Part of this Chapter 
we find, that the Apoſtles, or Biſhops, are not only 
manifeſtly — to the Presbyters, or Elders, here 
mentioned ; but, one of them, viz. James the Brother of 
our Lord, was the ſettled Apoſtle, or Biſhop of Jeruſa- 
lem at that Time. This we learn from the Juriſdiction 
he exerciſed there at the 19th Verſe ; For, having 
ſumm'd up the ſeveral Evidences, about the Matters in 
Debate, he gave, as being their Biſhop, and Chairman, 
or Prefident, a final Determination of them, himſelf ; 
W berefore, ſays be, my Sentence is, &c. (b 
So that from what hath been ſaid upon this firſt ge- 
neral Head, it ſeems to appear from undeniable Texts of 
Scripture, ( and other undoubted Authorities ) that 
there was a —— Hierarchy in the Apoſtolick Age; 
and, ev'n re, or upon our Saviour's leaving the 
World, diſtinct from, and ſuperior to that of Presbyters, 
or Elders, or Prieſts and Deacons, notwithſtanding what 
hath been objected to the contrary. I ſhall therefore an- 
| ſwer only one Objeftion more, which our — 
Brethren never fail to make againſt this Order; a 
then proceed to my ſecond General. The Text is 
this, 1 Tim. 4. 14. Negleft not the Gift which is in Thee, which 
Was given Thee by Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of 
the Presbytery. 

And truly, this is the moſt plauſible Authority they 
produce in Defence of their Cauſe ( ſuppoſe we admit it 
to fignify the Bufineſs of Ordination, as all Parties, fo 
far as I can find, generally do); And yet, notwithſtand- 
ing this, if we look into the real Merits of it, and ex- 
amine it throughly, we ſhall find that it will not make 
ſo much for them as they confidently expect from it. 

The great Difficulty lieth in the Meaning of the Word 
Presbytery ; they would have it to ſignify the ſecond Or- 
der only, and fo difown the Order of Biſhops. But, 
how can they make it appear that it was an Aﬀembly of 


ordinary 
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ordinary Presbyters alone that is here meant? The Text 
declares no ſuch Matter; and ſeveral of the ancient Fa- 
thers, (who, one wou'd think, ſhou'd comment on 
theſe Words a great deal better than we r ſo great a 
Diſtance from them) declare quite the contrary. 

But admit that ſeveral common Presbyters were pre- 
ſent at Timothy's Ordination; and, that St. Paul, by 
Way of Condeſcenfion to his inferiour Brethren, was not 
very curious how he expreſs'd himſelf in this Place, wiz. 
as to ſtrict Propriety of Speech, or a nice Diſtinction 
between the Epiſcopate and Presbyterate, or between 
the Office of Biſhops and Presbyters, or thoſe com- 
monly called Elders; yet ſo long as it is not here ſaid, 
that Timothy was ordained by them, all that can be con- 
cluded from the Text, is, that he ſeems to us, in theſe 
darker Ages, to have left the Matter ſomewhat myſte- 
rious ( altho' I do not find that he ever was ſo when it 
was requiſite for him to be otherwiſe); or, that he 
hath not accurately enough exprefled himſelf in this 
Place, ſo as that we may diſtinctly and perfectly under- 
ſtand what he meaneth. 

But now ſince Timothy was always allow'd to be a real 
Biſhop, or ſuperior to other common Presbyters, as 
the moſt learned of our diſſenting Brethren cannot deny, 
it will be a very difficult thing tor them to prove, upoa 
their own Hypothefis, that he had that ſuperior Com- 
miſſion which they do not pretend to give, and yet diſ- 
own his executing his Office purſuant to his Commiſ- 
fion: For, if they allow him to be a real Biſhop, they 
muſt contradict themſelves in denying this Order the 
Apoſtle inveſted him with, and which, without all 2 
tion, he regularly executed throughout his Dioceſs of 
Crete, as a perpetual, or ſtanding (x ha to all ſuc- 
ceeding Generations; at leaſt, for any thing we can find 
to the contrary, in any of the ancient Ecclefiaſtical Re- 
cords : But, if they ſtrive to unbiſhop him now, after 
he has fo long adorn'd the Epiſcopal Chair, they do not 
only flatly deny what was univerſally granted by all Par- 
ties in the firſt and pureſt Ages; but alſo, the Authority 
and Commiſſion of the great Apoltle, St. Pac himſelf. 

So that take the Argument which way they will, they 
ſeem to be very much miſtaken ; and therefore muſt ©: - 
ther fairly own their Miſtake, or flatly deny ſacred 


Scripture, and the belt Authorities of the Chriſtiau 
Church. | But, 


22 The Divine or Apoſtolical 


But, may they add, Timothy was an extraordinary Mi- 
niſter, and conſequently, cannot be looked upon as a 
ſtanding Precedent in the preſent Caſe. But, what then ? 
Will that mend the Matter ? If they were only ordinary, 
or inferior Presbyters and Miniſters that gave him his 
Commiſſion, cou'd they make him any more ? cou'd 
they give him a larger Power, or more abundant Gifts 
than they themſelves had? "Tis certain they cou'd not. 

So that if none of them were of an Order ſuperior 
to that of bare Presbyters, he muſt pretend to no more 
himſelf, or, indeed rather, he cou'd be intruſted with 
none of the three Orders at all, becauſe the Power of 
-———_—_— was never committed to the Hands of theſe 

en. 

But now, we may poſitively aſſert, that Timothy was 
of the higheſt Order, and a ſtanding Precedent for it too, 
ſo far as we can learn, whether we confider the unin- 
terrupted Practice and Authorities (2) of the Primitive 
Church, or the infallible Records of ſacred Scripture, 
loudly witneſſing it; fince the Text plainly tells us, that 
T:mothy was to receive Accuſations agamſt Men of the ſecond 
Order, I Tim. f. 19; and, at the next Verſe following, 
to rebile, as well as exhort, Verſe 20. This therefore un- 
deniably proves that he exerciſed that Juriſdiction which 
1s peculiar to the higheſt Order : and, if we conſult the 
Words of his Commiſſion, it is manifeſt he was of the 
ſupreme Order; ſeeing that it was not an Aſſembly of 
ordinary Presbyters alone that ordained him; but if the 
Majority was ſo that attended (which we have no Oc- 
caſion to grant); yet they had their Biſhop that preſi- 
ded over them, and ordained him : 2 atth the 
Atoſtle, I put Thee in Remembrance, that Thou ſtir up the 
Gifs of God which « in thee, by the putting on of my Hands, 
2 Tim. 1.6. And more exprefly in the Words of his 
Commiſſion; Lay Hands, that is, Lay Thou Hands ſuddenly 
an no Man, 1 Tim. 5, 22. | 
But, it will be plainer ſtill, if we compare x Tim. 4. 14. 
afore with the 2 Tim, 1. 6. juſt now- cited, where we 
find that the Præpoſition, Arz, which is referred, in this 
latter Text, to the Apoſtle, ſignifieth the efficient Cauſe, 


or 
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or the Perſon that ordained him; and the gala, which 
relates to the Presbytery , the aſſiſtant Powers only, or 
certain proper Evidences 'of T:mothy's Ordination, and 
no more. 

Thus I have examined, as briefly as I could, all the 
Places that I find in the new Teſtament that ſeem to fa- 
vour the Presbyterian Cauſe, or, that ſeem ro confound 
the three diſtin Orders of Apoſtles or Biſhops; Pres- 
byters or Prieſts; Miniſters or Deacons; an, 1 hope, 
have made it plainly appear from all of them, that 
Epiſcopacy, or a diſtinct Order of Men, ſuperior to 
both, remains ſtill diſtinct and clear. 

The ſame will appear if we confider, in the 


II. Second Place, ſome of the moſt undoubted Tel. 
timonies of the carlieſt Fathers of the Primitive Church, 
who muſt certainly be the moſt infallible Judges, and 
undeniable Evidences of Matters of Fact of this Nature 
that poſſibly can be. 

( 1.) I begin with thoſe of the firſt Century firſt, aſ- 
ſoon as I have mentioned a Paſſ.ge taken out of one of 
thoſe Canons, commonly called the Apoſtolical Canons; 
where it is written (Y), © Let a Biſhop be conſecrated 
by two or three Biſhops, (but) a Presbyter, or 
„ Prieſt, ordained by one. 

In which Place, you ſee, a Biſhop is manifeſtly diſ- 
tint from, and ſuperior to, a common Presbyter, not 
only in Order; but alſo, in point of Ordination, exclu- 
five of the Presbyter as ſuch. And now I proceed to 
the Fathers. And, 

Firft, Of Clemens Romanus, who was cotemporary with 
the Apoſtles, Fellow-labourcer with St. Ban, and Succel- 
for to St. Peer in the Biſhoprick of Rome (/). He 
ſperks in this wife. (r) © The oſt'ss, ſays he, preach- 
* ing in Countries and Cities, ordain'd the firſt r_ 
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© of them ( after they had proved them by the Spirit), 
« Biſpops and Deacons of ſuch as ſhould believe: Neither 
* was this any new thing ; for it was ſaid of Biſbops and 
* Deacons a long while ago ;—I will conſtitute their 
«« Biſoops in Righteouſneſs, and their Deacons in Faith: 
Which laſt Clauſe St. Clement takes out of the Prophet 
Iſaiab, (cap. 60. v. 17. ) and interprets it here of two of 
the Officers of the Chriſtian Church, viz. Biſhops and 
Deacons, by way of Alluſion; we may preſume, to two 
of thoſe ſpiritual Officers of the Jewiſh Church, at leaſt. 
But truly, altho' he do but mention only two 
here, (i. e.) I ſuppoſe, the firſt and third; yet his 
Words are not to be underſtood fo, as if they excluded 
the ſecond; as you'll very readily obſerve at the firſt 
reading them; as alſo, from the 4oth Page aforegoing; 
where the Word Tegeis, by the moſt judicious of the an- 
cient, as well as preſent, Church, is declared to contain 
in it both the firſt and ſecond Order, viz. that of high 
Prieſts and Prieſts; or Biſhops and Presbyters: And 
befides, you are to remember, that it often happen'd, 
as the Apoſtles, or Biſhops, went up and down to con- 
vert Infidels, and to preach to Cities and Country Vil- 
lages, that there were none worthy to be ordained ſet- 
tled Presbyters in thoſe Places; and ſo Apoſtles, or 
Biſhops and Deacons, laboured, for ſome time, among 
them, only the Deacons attended their Biſhop; and the 
Biſhop, after he had inſtructed them in the ſeveral Parts 
of their Duty, ordained ſome of them, or other later 
Converts, Presbyters, and Deacons, as he found them 
beſt qualified, and the Place worthy of their Reception. 
Indeed, I know, that ſome of the ancient ( « ) as well 
as modern Divines have aſſerted, that the Words, Biſhops 
and Deacons, in this Paſſage of St. Clement, denote the ſe- 
| cond and third Orders, that of Presbyters and Deacons 
only, excluſi ve of the firſt as ſuch ; becauſe, ſay they, 
be wrote in the Scripture Language, which doth ( moſily, if noi) 
alrrays confine the former of theſe Words to the 22 Order : 
But, ſuppoſe we allow what they aſſert to be true, and 
that he did write in that Language; yet the Word, 4- 
poftles, at the Beginning of this Paſſage, and in the Pa- 
ragraph immediately before it, ( vid. Loc.) muſt ſure- 
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ly fignify the firſt : and therefore, whether my Iater- 
pretation of it be true or falſe ; yet, the ſupreme Hierar- 
Chy is here inviolably maintained: Huwrver, others of 
our moſt learned Commentators and D:vines, nd in- 
deed, Epipbanies f imſelf, ſeems very clœarly to bear me 
out in what I here ſubmit to the impartial Ke. der, when 
he ſays, The Apolties could not order all things at 
* once. It is true; there was Occaſion for Presbyters, as 
well as Dencons, to adminiſter in holy things ; but, as 
„ where the Place was not worthy, there was no Biſhop 3 
* ſo it often happen'd, thro' the Paucity of Believers, 
that a Biſhop and his Deacons were conitituted only. 
And this Account faith he, (L. 3. c. 1.) is taken gau 
rats Igels, from the anciènteſt Hiflories of the 
Church; (x) meaning, no doubt, this Paſſage of St. 
* Clement among the reſt. 5 

From which you may farther obſerve, that it was rot 
Defign, but abſolute Neceſſity, that caus'd a Chureh, 
ev'n at that Time, to be incomplcat ; for if their Con- 
verts had been numerous, and there had been fit Perſons 
to eſtabliſh a compleat Hierarchy, we may be ſure, they 
wou'd have conſtituted a compleat Church, and would 
have left, generally, three diſtinct Orders where ever 
they came ; at leaſt, as they judg'd it moſt proper for 
the more 7 and effectual Propagation and Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Chriſtian Faith. But to proceed. 

This Father is more expreſs in another Place. For, 
ſays he, The (y) Apoſtles knew, by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that there ſhould Contention ariſe upon Account 
** of Epiſcopacy, or the Epiſcopal Name, or Oce ; 
therefore, for this Reaſon, having a perfect Fore- 
* knowledge (of it), they appointed thoſe ( Perſons ) 
* beforementioned ; and, ot the ſame Time, gave in 
Charge, that, if =y ſhould die, other choice, or du- 
* — _ d Men, ſhould take their Office. Like- 
wile, ſays he, in another Place, comparing the Jewiſh 
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Hierarchy to this under the Goſpel; (y) To the 
High Prieſt, or Biſhop, were his proper Offices gi- 
« yen; Ne Place, or Order, was appointed 
the Prieſts; And the Levites had their diſtinct Offices, 
* or Miniſtrations, (in the Original, Deaconſhips ; 
but) a Lay-man was bound to Lay-bufineſs. 


And now, as nothing need be more full for the Epiſ- 


copate, or the ſupreme Order of Biſhops, than theſe 
ſeveral Authorities of this Father; ſo, we are ſure, He 
could not be miſtaken in them, becauſe, he was not on- 
| ly ordained, and conſecrated, by that Order of Men, 
himſelf, I mean, the Apoſtles; but converſed alſo a- 
mong them, and laboured very frequently with them : 
So that his Teſtimony, in the preſent Cafe, may he look- 
ed upon as entirely convincing, or infallible. Paſs we 
now o, 

(2) Another Apoſtolical Father, via. Huatius, 
Biſhe p of Antioch, who flouriſhed in the ſame Age, but 
near thirty Years after St. Cement: However, it was 
whilſt ſome of the Apoſtles were yet alive, being ordain- 
2 as ſeveral of the Fathers ( 2) teſtify, by St. Peter h im- 
elf. 

Now this holy Man makes it fully a , that thoſe 
which we now call Biſhops were of 1 higheſt Order, 
and that there were three diſtin& ſettled Orders in the 
Church, at that Time: And becauſe of their great Impor- 
tance, and Divine, or Apoſtolical Inftitution, he thinks 
it neceſſary to give a particular Account of them, and of 
our Duty to them, in his ſeveral Epiſtles to thoſe 
Churches which he had lately founded. And 

Firſt, in that to the Trallians: Where he ſays, (4) 
* Be ye ſubje& to your Biſhop, as to the Lord ( Jetus 32 


(y) TS Ace 1 Neflugyios Seu e r Kai ie Taped Ie i 
T7(O- esst x, > wimec id Alanin Frixew a. OMA e- 
xr O- Tir eie rent prom MU. Cap. 49 3 or, Par. 40 ; or, þ. 53- 
In the ſecond Page of this iſt Epiſtle, he mentions, 3) dhe; and, in the 
3cth, he calls them, wears fps z and after both theſe, he tells us, we are to 
 -nour the Fer Cyrigyts which, by ſeveral very learned Men, are taken to 
imply the 11t and 2d Orders. x 
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« ——And to the Presbytery, as to the Apoſtles of Jeſus 
*« Chriſt; — And the Deacons — betas 92 o- 
ver the Myſteries of Chriſt Jeſus, ought to pleaſe in 
** every thing. — Without theſe there is no regular 
* Church; or Church of the Saints. 

Secondly, in his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians : (b) 
As many as are of Chriſt they are with the Biſhop ; 
that is, in Communion with him. And, in another 
Place, (c)“ There is one Biſhop, with the Presbytery, 
and the Deacons. As alſo, in another, ſays he, (d) 
Give heed to the Biſhop, and to the Presbytery, and 
to the Deacons: Without your Biſhop do nothin 

Thirdly, in his Epiſtle to the Magneſtans; where he tells 
you that (e)“ You ought not to contemn the Stature, 
* or Youth, of your Biſhop; but, according to the 
** Commandment of God, the Father, to pay him all 
* Reverence, or due ReſpeR, as I am aſſured, ( ſaith 
* he) religious Elders do. Again | 

(7) © As the Lord did nothing without the Father ; 
** {o neither do ye, without the Biſhop, and his Pres- 
** byters. And again, 

* It is fitting that we ſhould not only be called Chriſ- 
** tians, but be ſo, and not as ſome, who call their Go- 
* vernor Biſhop, and yet (deſpiſe his Miſſion, or) do 
all things without him: But I can never think that 
** ſuch as theſe have a good Conſcience, ſeeing that they 
85 = 2 4 together accord ing to the Command 
vc s 2 

Fourthly, in his Epiſtle to the Church of Smyrna, where 
he faith, (>) © All of you be ſubjeRt to your Biſhop, 
nas Jeſus Chriſt is ſubject to his Father; And to the 


E 2 *© Presbytery, 


( b ) "OM x645% ion C pur TY EM 217. Epiſt. ad Philadelph. 
| Beef VS. © 2 ; 
" c ) Ele EH et. «ug mi Tg Sureci'e. x, T3ie eee Ibid. 
( 4) Ts kurier x; Td Head ce W wir Alaxiret — - 
ec 'Em7 x6 wund\ts octrs ibid. þ- 43- 


(e) Ku vir apire wi vtlaaoprtts Tic ina (other Copies have it © 


therwiſc ) 2 Err. ane 27 yroplu ©: Ilalege dert ulegrlw ard 
r r ; 

(f) "Qarip vr © Ki % 7H Hege dd iwie · — ue undd v- 
ut drew 79 EmTxore, / Hag Currzgay h⁰νν regooile þ 33: 

(s ) Ad Magnes. p. 32. : a 

( nne "Emmucr e dress we 3 Neige verde n H © % 
mi TIgss Corr2uen we mic Amine Tac N alter Al gion, we Oed vie 
Alas. Mee zweit 'EmTaotrys n YR Tf anmuicr us Thy EAN,: 
Epiſt. ad Smyraaos, p. 6. 


28 The Divine or Apoſtolical 


* Presbytery, as to the Apoſtles ; and reverence the 
* D-acons, as the Ordinance of God. Let no one do a- 
ny thing, in any eccleſiaſtical Matters, without the 
* Biſhop. And, 2 lirtie after, (i) I greet your moſt 
* divice Biſhop, and your Reverend Presbytery, and 
© the De:cons, out Fellow Labourers. 

Latily, ich one, ** Teratins derives the Original of 
Emcopacy from Cr ſt himſelf, the univerſal Biſhop, 
and com; ares the Biſhop, with his Bench of Presby- 
ter, to (tut ſitting in the midſt of his Apoſtles, 
ar.) i5 be moſt expreſs and vehement of all the Anci- 
ente in ſetting forth the Dignity and Preeminence of 
« tl Biſhop. 

Thus I have produced ſuch plain Teſtimonies of two 
of the molt eminent Fathers of the firſt and pureft Age 
of the Church, for the Divine, or Apoſtolical Inſtitution 
of Biſhops, as cannot reaſonabi; be denied: And, what 
we find in theſe, we may be very well aſſured, was con- 
fant'y taught and praftiied by all the reſt. 

Bur further; Jo put this Matter, if poſſible, out of 
all Diſpute, let us confider, in the 

( 2. ) Second Place, the Century next following, and 
we ſhe li find that the Fathers of this entirely agree, in 
the Caſe before us, with thoſe of the former. 

Firſt, I begin with Irenews, Biſhop of Lyons, who flou- 
riſhed about the Year of our Lord 180. He, in his 
Book againſt the Valentinian Hereſy, writeth thus; (K) 
* We are able, faith he, to reckon up thoſe Biſhops 
« who were conſtituted by the Apoſtles in the ſeveral 
„ Churches, and their Succeſſors, all the way down, 
to cur own Time; — To whom they committed thoſe 
Churches, — delivering up to them their Place and 
Power. 

And, in the next Chapter he is more poſitive, ſay- 
ing that (/) ©* The Apoſtles actually left the Biſhops 
their Succeſſors, giving them their own Power and 
Authority. And again, faith he, (m ) © We have the 

| & ** Succeffions 
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ti Succeſſions of the Biſhops, to whom the Apottoiical 
« Church was, in every Place, committed. 

So that, from what hath been briefly collected out 
of this ancient Father, we learn, that the Order of 
Biſhops was of Apoſtolical Inſtitution at leaſt, and that 
they were inveſted in their reſpective Churches from the 
Apoſtles Days down to this Father's, with the ſame 
5 Power, Office, and Authority, that the Apoſtles 
themſelves were. 

Secondly, Tertullian, a celebrated Father of the ſame 
Age, but, about a dozen Years after, doth alſo clearly 
teſtify the ſame, in his Book De Baptiſmo; where he 
ſaith, that (o)“ The 12 Prieſt, which is the Biſhop, 
„ hath the Right, or chief Power to give Baptiſm ; 
* And, after him, the Presbyters, and Deacons; but 
„ not without the Authority of the Biſhop. 

From which Paſſage you may readily obſerve, that 
there are not only the three diſtinct Orders fairly contain- 
ed in it as in the Quotations before ; but likewiſe, that all 
Church-Power and Authority is primarily lodg'd in the 
Biſhop; inſomuch, that, without his Commi nei- 
ther Presbyters, nor Deacons, are permitted ſo much as 
to Baptize : Which is a moſt evident Demonſtration, not 
only of the Divine, or Apoſtolical Power of Biſhops ſu- 

rior to, and excluſive of, the Presbyters and Deacons ; 
— alſo of the utter Invalidity, or Nullity of all Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters Miniſtrations whatſoever, and particular- 
ly, of thoſe that pretend to derive their Authority from 
no higher an Order than bare Presbyters; And as full, 

ſurely, muſt it needs be againſt all thoſe that would 
uftify their Adminiſtrations by Lay-hands alone ; or by 
thoſe that pretend to no outward, or regular Call at all. 

So that you plainly ſee, from this venerable Father 
likewiſe, that the ſupreme Order of Biſhops was mani- 
feſtly ſettled and maintain d, without any Oppaſition, 
that we can find, all his Days. And therefore without 
giving You any farther Trouble with more Authoritles 
in this, we will proceed now to thaſe in later Cen- 


turies. 
( 5.) And 


( 0) Dandi Bapliſmum Jus habet ſummus Sacerdos, qui eft Fpiſcopus, deb*:;c 
Fresbyteri, & Dian, 75 tamen fine Epiſcobi 1 Tera de Bop. 
Caf. 37. F. 692. See alſo his 324 Chap. De Precrirtious Hareticorum. 
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(3.) And, Firſt, of Clemens Alexandrinus, who flouriſhed 
in the Beginning of the third Century, and ingenuouſ- 
ly acknowledgeth, that there were three diſtinct Orders 
alſo throughout the Churches in his Time, viz. (þ) of 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 

Secondly, (J) Origen and (r) Cyprian, who lived in the ſame 
Age, are likewiſe full to the ſame Purpoſe in ſeveral 
Places of their Writings ; namely, that the Order of Biſhop 


5 

as founded upon the Apoſtolical, or Divine Law; (i. c.) 

crit Feſus 5 and that they were ſuperi:y to, aud diſtinf f: a 
ers and Deacons. As alſo, 

Thirdly, Euſ.bius, who liv'd at the latter End of this, 
and the Beginning of the next Century, and gives you a 
particular Catalogue of the ſeveral Succeſſions of Biſhops 
in four of the largeſt Chriſtian Churches; viz. (5) Ferw- 

em, Rome, Antioch, and Alexandria. | 

( 4. ) St. Ambroſe alſo, who flouriſhed toward the De- 
eline of the fourth Century, affirms the ſame, when he 
tells us, in his Comment on Eph. 4. v. 11. that, (:) 
„The Apoltles, (mentioned in this Verſe ), were 


* Biſhops ; the Prophets Expounders of the Scriptures, 
* as (And) the Evangelifts, Deacons, as was 
& philip — For (adds he) all Orders are included in the 
< Biſhop; becauſe he is the Chiet-Prieſt ; that is, the 
< Prince of the Prieſts, and Prophet, and Evangeliſt, 
'« and to diſpenſe all other Offices of the Church for the 
« Benefit of the Faithful. 
(J.) Firſt, Tbeodet likewiſe, who flouriſh'd in the 
Beginning of the Fifth Century, in his excellent Com- 
ment on 1 Tim. 3. 1. Where, it is written, If any Man 
defire the Office of a Biſhop he deſires a good Work; 
very learnedly inſtructs us thus, ſaying, ( viz.) that * ) 
cc e 
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() Vid. Origen of Prayer, p. :03. Ed. Oxon. As alſo his Commentanes 
on St. Matth. p. 395. Fior. 4. D. 230. | 

(r) Vid. 7 Fp. 3, 3% 45, 55, & 66. Flor. A. P. 250. 

(s ) Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccleſ. Lib. 2. and Lib. 3. cap. 4. : 

( t) Apoſtols Epiſcopt ſunt; Protbete Explznatores Scripturarum, ſicut Aga- 
bus. — Em rngeliſte Diacuni ſunt, ſicut figt Philippus: Aa in Epiſcopo omnes 
Ordine; ſunt, quiz Priaceps Sacerdos el, id eſt, Princes eſt Sacerdotum, & 
Propheta, & Frangelifta, & catera ad implenda Officiz Hocleſiæ in Minijterio 
Fide:inm. Ambrof. Com. on Ephb. 4 rt. e alſo his Com. on 1 Tim. 3. and 
his Pref. in Ep. ad Tit. F.iſcabus erat Milan; & fornt A. D. 370. 
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The Apoſtle here calls the Presbyter Biſhop ; becauſe 


« ( ſays he) after the Rules preſcrib'd concerning 
* Biſhops, he deſcendeth to thoſe concerning Dea- 
« cons, omitting Presbyters ; becauſe, anciently, or in 
« the firſt Age of the Church, the ſame Perſons were 
« ftiled Presbyters and Biſhops; the Name, Apoſtles, 
being (generally) given to thoſe who are now called 
« Biſhops. Which Learned Father gives us clearly to 
underſtand that there were not only three diſtinct Oi ders 
in Chriſt's Church in his Time, but long before, vi. in 
the Apoſtolic Age; and that Presbyters then were ge- 
nerally called Biſhops; And, ſo long as they went un- 
der that Name, thoſe we call Biſhops now, were ſti- 
led for the moſt part by the Name of Apoſtles. 

And indeed this Authority, and Obſervation of his a- 
lone, vir. of the romiſcuous Uſe of B:ſhops and Presby- 
ters in the Apoſtles Time, may ſerve very well for 2 
| way Solution to, and In etation of, ſeveral the like 

raſes we meet with in holy Scripture, as before ſer 
down and explain'd, and yet the t Orders remain 
diſtin and clear. But, | 

Secondly, And to conclude this Head. St. Auſtin, who 
liv'd in this Age, but ſomewhat later then Theodorer, is 
more vehement for the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy than 
any that liv'd before him, fince he binds the Acknow- 
ledement of it upon all his Succeflors, as a neceſſary 
Duty; for, ſays he, (x) © Every one ought to know, 
that our Saviour inſtituted Biſhops in the Churches; 
for, before he aſcended into Heaven, laying his Hands 
upon the Apoſtles, He ordained them Biſhops. And, 
in another Place, ſays he, (y) © The Words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ( viz. of) ſending his Apoſtles, 
are manifeſt, and his giving to them alone the Power 
* which was giv'n bim from the Father, — whom we 


„ ſucceed, 


— 
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fucceed, governing the Churches of God by the ſame, 
« or like Power. 

Now all theſe undoubted Authorities which I have 
here produced, are abundantly ſufficient to convince eve- 
ry ſerious and impartial Reader, that Epiſcopacy is of 
Divine, or Apoſtolical Inſtitution, or Appointment, 
conſequently, ought to be tranſmitred to all ſucceeding 
Generations; unleſs thoſe that differ from us can give us 
as good or better Authorities for the Diſcontinuance and 
Abolition of it, than we have done for its Inſtitution and 
Perpetuity ; neither of which can we ever expect. So 
that from what hath been already faid upon this ſecond 
General, we may ſafely infer, that as all theſe truly pious 
and venerable Fathers exerciſed and maintained this ſu- 

eme Hierarchy all their Time; ſs have, or ought to 
10 all the orthodox Fathers and Churches of from 
that Time to this, and till Time ſhall be no more. 
And truly, I never heard of any but one Father, and one 
(2) Presbyter in the Primitive Church that ſo much as 
pretended to oppoſe this holy Inſtitution ; and the firſt 
was St. Ferom, and the latter Aerius. But this Aerius's 
Opinion was taken up and maintained purely through 
Prejudice and Revenge, becauſe he was diſappointed of a 
Biſboprick, (a) He was an ambitious aſpiring Prieſt, and 

ſumed that his Learning and Parts richly entitled 
Ein to a higher Degree in the Church than ſhe thought 
proper to confer upon him; and for this Reaſon, arro- 

tly vied with, and oppoſed his own Order to that of 
— or indeed, boldly deny d the Inſtitution and Ex- 
erciſe of = Order ſuperior to his own : But he re- 
ceiv'd a juſt Recompence of Reward ; for, befides de- 
claring all ſuch bold Pretences, and Miniſterial Acts null 
and unlawful, the Church enroll'd him among the Num- 
ber of Hereticks for ſo daring a Preſumption. (b) we 

; | Jul 


(z) Ir is true, the Presbyter Colluthrs preſum'd to ordain Iſchyras, but he 
was publickly condemn d for it aſſoon as diſcovered, and every pretended N- 
niſterial Aft, in conſequence of it, declared unlawful and null, and then all 
was well ; for it was publickly decreed in the Synod of Alexandria in Ep: p', 
upon this Att of his, that awoz yep arty o4orer ang vun ui ang 
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juſt Judgment ought to be Warning ſufficient to deter 

th the lower Orders in Chrift's Church, wz, the Pret- 
byters and Deacons; and, particularly, any L1y-Sect - 
whatſoever, from ever attempting to deny, or ev'n to 
vye with this ſupreme Order of Men for the future, leſt 
they do but too juitly fall at one Time or other into 
the ſame or worſe Condemnation. 

And, as for St. Jerom his oppoſing this Hierarchy, it 
was partly out of Revenge too; becauſe he thought the 
Biſhop of Jeriuſulem magnity'd bis Office a little : much, 
in exercifing too ſtrict a Juriſdiction over him; and, 
partly, becauſe the (c) D-acovs of that Age were ready 
to take too much upon them, and to advance themſelves 
above the Presbyters ; therefore, he thought, he was 
under an indiſpen{:ble Obligation to bring them to 
Temper, and to fix their Pretenfions upon a true Raſis: 
But while he endeavoured to curb the Infolence of theſe 
daring Invaders on the one hand, he had like to have 
carried the Matter to as bad an Extreme on the other; 
fince he ſays, that the Biſhops themſelves are not in any 
thing ſuperior to the Presbyters, except in Point of Or- 
dination ( d ): For thus 5 Gu:d jacit Ebij copus, except. i Ordi- 
nat ione, quod Preshyter non fuciat? 

But it is further objected by our Diſſ-nting Brethren, 
upon the ſuppoled Authority of this Father, that he de- 
ny'd ev'n the Apeſlolicul Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy : And, 
to this End, they quote his Comment on the Epiſtle to 
Titus, c. 1. 5. ); alledging that he there ſaith, that the 
Epiſcopal Authority was not received 'till the Year 145 
after Chriſt, and had not been then neither, but that the 
Presbyters begun to make Schiſms in the Church ; And 
this was the Reaſon that, (e) It was dicrred throg7hn:t the 
u hole Earth that one, choſen fem among the Presbyters, ſhould 
be ſet over the reſt, that the Seeds of Schiſm might be talen a- 


way. (F) And 


— 


(c) St. Ferom, Ep. 87. 
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The Divine or Apoſtolical 

And indeed, this ſeems to be a plaufible Objection o- 
nough among thoſe that are —_ to be impoſed upon 
by it; but the judicious, and thole that have read and 
conſidered this Part of St. Ferom's Works, are not quite ſo 
credulous, eſpecially becauſe ſeveral learned t 
Men have made it fully appear, ev'n from this as well as 
other Paſſages in his Writings, that there were ſettled 
Biſhops, Fourſcour, or near a Hundred Years before this 
Time, viz. in the Days of the Apoſtles; and, in the 
Sixty-third, or rather Fifty-ſecond Tear of our Lord. But 
ſecondly, N we ſhould grant that this Caries and 
Aſſertion of his were truly ſtated, and that he own'd no 
ſettled Biſhops in the Church before this Time; Jet 
ſurely we mult not ſuffer this fingle Paſſage of this fin- 
ole Father to bear down the undoubted Reaſonings and 
Teſtimonies of all thoſe before-mentioned, ſince he, not 
flouriſhing till toward the latter End of the fourth Cen- 
tury, cannot be ſuppoſed to know the Mind of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ſo perfectly as thoſe that liv'd in the Apoſ- 
tolick Age, and are expreſs to „as I hope 1 
have made it fully ap beyond all reaſonable Con- 
tradition : But eſpecially, Third y, are we to ſuſpect his 
Teſtimony and way of reaſoning here, becauſe he expreſ- 
ly owns in the Epiſtle above-cited, that Biſhops were 
actually * in Order to Presbyters, when he faith, 

uid facit, &fc ; as alſo, when he faith, in another Place 
of that Epiſtle, (gu ſciamus Traditiones Apoſtolicas ſump- 
tas de veteri Teſtamento ; quod Aaron, & Fulii ejus, atque Le- 
vitæ in Templo fuerunt, hoc fibi Epiſcopi, Presbyteri, atque Di- 
aconi vcudicent in Eccle ſia. 

That we may know that the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 
in maintaining this regular Hierarchy, are agreeable to 
Scripture, and particularly, in this Refpett, to the Le- 
vitical Model; Whatſoever Aaron, his Sons the Prieſts, 
and the Levites were, in the Jewiſh, the very ſame, or 
correſpondent thereunto, are the Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons, in the Chriſtian Church. 

Laſily, when he writes to Nepotian, and bids him be 
(b) ſuljeft to bis Biſhop, or Chief Hrieſt, and to look upon him 
as the Parent of tis Hul. 8 


(2 Viz. hi, Epiſt. ad Evagr. See al'o T. II. Fp. 8s. And in Pſalm, 
( Degus To, tiſiei tuv, & quaſi An vi Parintem ſuſcipe. Jerom's 
Ff itt. ad Nexot. 
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So that if he ſhould advance any thing againſt the 
Divine, or Apoſtolical Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy, in this 
Comment, on the Epiſtle to Titus, or in any other Part 
of his Writings, he muſt contradict himſelf, which, we 
cannot ſuppoſe, he would, ſince it is manifeſt, that he 
reckoned ſeveral Biſho _ before this ſuppoſed uni- 
verſal Decree, and Election of Biſhops in every Church, 
in his Catalogue of Eccleſiaſtical Writers. (i 

Indeed, I muſt confeſs that Calvin ſeems to lay a ue 
deal of Streſs upon this Paſſage (K) of this Father; 
( altho*, in other Parts of his Writin s, (J) he appro- 
veth of the ſupreme Hierarchy of Bilhope, wit, as it is 
exerciſed here in this Kingdom, as much as any Perſon ; 
and fo doth Mr. Durel, (m) one of his moſt noted Ad- 
mirers, Bezs, () and ſeveral others (o). Bur, if 
ſo notorious an Alteration had been really made, as is 
pretended, it is very ftrange that Primitive Antiquity 
ſhould never take Notice of it, eſpecially, becauſe it 
would have been of ſo univerſal a Benefit to all ſucceed- 
ing Ages of the Church in its Meaſures both of Order 
and Government. 

But, as nothing of this Nature hath, at any Time, 
been yet made appear, nor is it likely it ever ſhould, we 
may reſt very heartily ſatisfied, that Epiſcopacy hath 
been the conſtant Hierarchy of all Churches and Ages, 
from the Apoſtles, down to Calvins Time ſooneſt ; that 
is, for 1500 Years ſucceſſively; () And, if Calvin had 
been rightly underſtood, who only oppoſed the Papal, 
not Epiſcopal, Eftabliſhment, this fupreme Hierarchy 
wou'd have been continued, in all Probability, without 
little, or no Interruption, throughout all the Ages of 
the Weſtern Church. But admit further yet, 

BA ok | Fourthly, 


Jerom”s Script. Ecclefiaſt. de Facoho, G r. 

Viz. St. — Comment 25 the Epiſtle to Titus. 

Vid. Calvin's Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Religion, Lib. 4. c. 4. (2. 
It. his Epiſtle to Arch-Biſhop Cranmer. It. his _— to the King of Jo- 


In) Beza's Trafat. de Mini ſter. Evan 

(60 Monficur de L' Angle, in his Lecter to the Biſhop of London. OF. 22. 
1680. and ſeveral other Civiniſtical Dieines, both abroad and at home, in the 
following Part of this Diſcourſe. | - 

(p) $ teſtifies Le Moyne, Profeſſor of Divinity at Leyden in Hall nd, in 
his to the Biſhop of London, Sept. 3. 1650. Fs Word: are theſe, or 
the Space of 1500 Tears-----all the Churches of the Werld hi u other Rind of C 
T2r1ment. | 
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Fourthly, and Laſtly, that this great Change was really 
made in the Year of our Lord 140, as our Brethren from 
St. Jerom do here {ugyeſt, and conſequently, that Epiſco- 
pacy reſteth my upon Eccictiaſtical Authority; yet, ev'n 
this ought to olige the ſucceeding Ages of the Church 
to pay a due Refpecc and Submiſſion to it, till ſuch Times 
as the Powers that gave this ſupreme Authority are pleas'd 
to take it away again; eſpecially, ſince it comes the near- 
eſt to the old and new Model of Church Government, I 
mean that under the Jewiſh and Goſpc! Diſpenſations, 
of any we can find; and becauſe it continues ſtill to be 
ſo very convenient, and beneficial to the Publick Weal 
of Chrilt's Kingdom. 

But now fince no ſuch Change hath been hitherto 
made by another ſuch Univerſal Council, or Decree, we 
mult cenciude this ſecond general Head with this poſi- 
tive Aſſertion, viz. that Epiſcopacy is, originally, not 
of Eccleſiaſtical, but of Divine, or Apoſolica! Appoint- 
ment, (4) and the only rightful Church-Govcrnment ; 
and that the Presbyterian Hypotheſis hath no real Ground, 
from Scr:pture, Fathers, nor any regularly conſtituted 
Church in the whole World. The ſame will appear, 
if we conſider in the 


III. Third, and laſt Place, the perpetual Uſage of 
the Church of Ergland in particular, which hath always 
embraced this ſupreme Hierarchy, purſuant to Apoſto- 
lical Canon and Practice, from the firſt planting of 
Chriſtianity among us, and doth ſtill embrace and in- 
Joyn the uninterrupted Practice and Continuance of it 
Ss the ſtricteſt Obligation of both Conſcience and 

w. 

But I ſhall treat as briefly as poſſibly I can upon this 
laſt Head; becauſe, the great Excell-ncy and Lawfulneſs 
of the Polity of our Church in generil, and of this very 
eſſential Part of it in particular, will abundantly appear 
under the two following Heads, ev'n from the Teſti- 
monies of the moſt learned and judicious Nonconformiits 
and Proteſtant Teachers themſelves, both at bome here 
and abroad ; who could not, nor did they do leſs than 
publickly acknowledge, as moſt of them have ſeveral 
times over, that the preſent eſtabliſh'd Church of England 


15 


(1) Fid. Dr. Potter's Diſcourſe of Church Government, P+ 291. 
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is not only a true Church, but the very Eye and B:lwark of 
the whole Reformation; and conſequently ought to be 
always ſubmitted to, and obey'd in every Part of her 
Con(titution, this of Epiſcopacy by no means excep- 
ted. \ 

That Epiſcopacy hath been the Supreme Hierarchy of 
the Eftabliſh'd Church of England ever fince it was a 
Churcn, in Conformity to our Bleſſed Saviour's, and the 
Apoſtolical Model of Church Government from the (r) 
pureſt Ages, is matter of Fact, without any Interruption, 
that I can find, in any of our Eccleſi tical Hiſtorians. 
And it may be manifelily proved, by every one of them, 
as far up as to between the zd and gth Century. 

But without all Queſtion, we had Biſhops long be- 
fore this time, even from the firit planting ot Chriſtiani- 
ty among us; although they are not {o full m this Mat- 
ter as might be deſir d. For we can hardly ſuppoſe that 
St. Peter, or St. Haul, who, as St. Clement faith, preacb'd to 
the 2 Bounds (/) of the Ni, would leave us without 
Biſhops. 

This would have been to have lefc their Work half 
done, and thoſe Converts they then made muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity have wanted proper Otficers, to confirm them in 
the Faith, and eilabliſh a compleat Church, which is 
what we ought by no means to imagine; eſpecially, 
fince the Learned Dr. B, in his Anſwer to the Biſhop of 
Meaitx's Queries, þ. 72. exprefly tells us, that lt isaf- 
* firm'd by ſome Learned Men of the Roman Church, 
* that our Hritæin receiv'd the Goſpel before Rom?. For 
& S$cacet confeſſeth that the Goſpel was preached here 
© from the firit riſing of it. And Haroniu, from ſome 
© Manuſcripts in the Vatican, affixeth our Converfion to 
* Chriſtianity to the Thirty fifth Year of our Lord, 
which was near nine Years before the founding of 
„ the Rowan Church.” (:) 

And, if fo, Chriſtianity mutt undoubtedly have been 
planted amongſt us, either by the Apoſtles, or, ſome of 


their 
(r} Ved. Tertull. Ze Træſcri pt. c. 22. p. 212, And bc'ore him lrencus, 
Lib. 3. cad 3 5. 222 
( E Tz T. be Aurte Cem. 1 Ep. 2 Cor. Cep = Torta 
calls tbem Kio une Th wxiovs 17 Eibe t'icca, Ciit. 125. : 


(t) Dr. 04's Amwer te bo. of Ma, p. 72 
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_ Commiſſioners ſoon after them; and conſe- 
= y. fince * or this Apoſtolical Church 
vernment, was deny'd by no Party at that Time, 
but was the receiv'd Form of Church Government where- 
ever 2 compleat Church was founded and eſtabliſhed, 
we may reſt fully aſſured that our Britain was planted and 
governed, from the very Riſe of Chriſtianity, by Men 
of this Supreme Order, 
However, it undeniably a th by the Subſcrip- 
tions at («) Nice, Arles, (x) and Armmium, (y) that bri- 
tain {ent Biſhops to thoſe Councils. And it is univer- 
{ally declared and allowed, that this Order uſher'd in 
Chriſtianity amongſt us, and that there could not be, 
nor ever was a regularly conſtituted Church without 
„them. (2) 
Nap, the very Patrons of the Presbyterian Cauſe them- 
ſelves, in a full Synod, and when they govern'd the 
Nation, could not but confeſs that this Church was ne- 
ver govern'd by any of their ed Orders fince it 
was a Church. lt is true, ſay they, in reſpe& of the 
ws: . and open Profeſſion, either of Presbytery, or In- 
dependency, this Nation hath been a Stranger to each 
a 2 ( is poſſible, ever ſince it hath been Chriſ- 
* tian, (a 

And now in Conformity to the Words and Defign of 
Sacred Scripture, Fathers, and the conſtant Uſage of 
the Church of God in all Ages, and particularly, this 
of our own, I ſhall ſet down an Authority, or two, ta- 
ken out of the Articles and Liturgy of it, both of them 
being confirmed by ſeveral fundamental and perpetual 
Laws of this Realm, which ſtrictly oblige us to ſupport 
and maintain this Supreme Hierarchy, as it is now exer- 
ciſed here amongſt us, and ſo — this Head. 

To underſtand then who thoſe Perſons are that are to 
execute this Supreme Hierarchy, or, that are the Prime 
Miniſters of Reconciliation between God and us; pur- 

fuant to the Eccleſiaſtical, as well as Statute, Law of 
this Realm, be pleaſed to conſult (firſt) the 2 3d Article 
of our Church, and there you'll find that It * nor 

| law 


their 
u 


_—_ 
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(* Nice Council held 4. D. 324. (x) Arles, 314. (v) And Ar- 
wminiam, 359. (z) Ignat. Epiſt. ad Smyra. (a) Independents Synod's 
Preface to their Declaration of Faith when 2{ſembled in the Savoy, 4.D. 1658. 
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„ lawful for any Man to take him the Office of 
„ publick Preaching, or, miniſtring the Sacraments in 
* the Congregation, before he be lawfully called and ſent 
** to execute the ſame : And thoſe we ought to judge 
* lawfully call'd and ſent, which be choſen and call d 
to this Work by Men who have publick Author! 

* giv'n unto them in the Congregation to call and 

« Miniſters into Chriſt's Vineyard.” And who thoſe 
are that have this publick Authority giv'n them, She 
farther aſſures you when ſhe tells you that they are the 
BISHOPS, or, thoſe Perſons, only, who have a Com- 
Os to that of 1 pods pad an 1 
co ecration, as ma en- 
tirely ſatisſied in. _ g 3 

Secondly, in the Preface to the Form of making, or- 
daining, and conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
— to the Order of our eſtabliſh'd Church ; which 
runs thus; 

„It is evident unto all Men diligently reading —4 
„ Scripture, and ancient Authors, that, from the Apoſ- 
* tles Time, there have been theſe Orders of Mini ers 
in Chriſt's Church, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons ; which 
« Offices were ever had in ſuch reverend Eſtimation, 
that no Man might preſume to execute any of them, 
« except he were firſt call'd, try'd, examin'd, and 
* known to have ſuch Qualities as are requiſite for the 
« ſame ; and alſo by Publick Prayer, with Impofition 
* of Hands, were approv'd and admitted thereunto by 
« [awful Authority. And therefore to the intent that 
* theſe Orders may be continued and reverently uſed and 
« eſteemed in the Church of England, no Man ſhall be 
«* accounted, or taken to be a lawful Biſhop, Prieſt, or 
Deacon in the Church of England, or ſuffer'd to exe- 
cute any of the ſaid Functions, except he be call'd, 
« tried, examined, and admitted thereunto, according 
© to the Form hereafter following, or, hath had former- 
% ly Epiſcopal Conſecration, or, Ordination. 

And now, As one of theſe Paſſages that I have here 
quoted is Part of the Doctrine, and the other of the 
Liturgy of the Church of England; So likewiſe have 
they been, and are both {till confirm'd by ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament. They have not been ratify'd „ by both 
Houſes of Convocation, but both Houſes of Parliament 
in ſeveral Reigns, and are made perpetual. Which, 

| one 
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one would think, ſhould ſtrictly oblige every one of us 
to the utmoit of our Power, to maintain, or, at leaſt, 
deter any Party of Men amongſt us, at any Time for the 
future, from either afluming, or, confronting, this 
High Office, which is ſo exprefly appointed and eſta- 
bliſhed both by the Laws of our Church, and the fun- 
damental Laws of the Land. 

Can any thing therefore be more firmly ſettled than 
this Supreme Hierarchy ? Doth it not manifeſtly appear 
from the aforecited Preface, that, from the Apoſtles 
Days, or the Beginning of Chriſtianity down to our 
Fathers, there ever have been Biſhops? And do not the 
preſent Conſtitutions of the Realm, and the Liturgy, Ca- 
nons, and Articles of our Church, which are confirm'd 
and enforced by them, publickly declare the ſame ? And 
beſides, do not they bind them upon us for ever? as 
alſo make us verily believe that every Miniſtration, 
without an Epiſcopal Ordination, is utterly null and un- 
lawful? Why elle do they require the Presbyterian Mi- 
niſters themſelves to be Epiſcopally ordained when they 
conform; or, otherwiſe forbid them, and indeed all 
other Diſſenting Teachers, of what Denomination ſoc- 
ver, to execute any Part of the Miniſterial Office in our 
Communion ? Nay farther, Are not all Perſons bound 
in Conſcicnce to — to their lawful Dioceſan's Ju- 
riſdiction and Government in all things that are not fin- 
ful, and that lie within his Diſtrict, as being the only 
proper or chief Paſtor appointed by Authority to re- 

ire Obedience from them? And, if they do not thus 
ubmit themſelves, are they not jullly puniſhable by the 
Laws of the Church, (5) altho' they may be exempted 
by the Laws of the State ? 

And indeed doth not holy Scripture tog lamentablv 
aſſure us of this moit notorious 'I'ruth, when it fo ſe- 
verely admoniſh2th us of thoſe many fatal Miſchiefs 
and Judgments that publickly beſell thoſe prophane 
Wretches, which did not only unlawfully aſſume the 
Miniſterial Office in general, but were diſobedient to, 
and rebellious againſt their Supreme Spiritual Governors, 
that lawfully executed it in particular ? 


Ho W 
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(6) 'Tis Exc mm icatio n ajer. 
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How dare then our unhallowed Souls approach God's 
holy Mountain, leſt they be conſumed ? How dare we 
rouch the Ark of the Covenant, or, pretend to burn 
Incenſe on God's Altar, except we be ſent 4s ws Aaron (b) 
for fear the Earth ſhould once more open and ſwallow 
us up for our wilful Sacrilege and Rebellion, as it too 
juſtly did thoſe hardy Contemners of rhe Lord's Pro- 
phets, and their Miſſion, Corab, Dat han, and Abirum ? 
Numb. ch. 16. 

But to palliate this Matter, we are told that ſome Sa- 
cred Offices, if executed even by meer Laymen, are va- 
lid, and ſome nor. 

I ſhall mention only two ; that is, Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper. The latter of theſe our Brethren grant 
2 not to be adminiſtred by Layhands, becauſe it is 
finful, and the Law of the Land ſufficiently (c) inti- 
mates ſo much, when it lays ſo confiderable a Penalty 
upon the Adminiſtrator of it. But the other, that of 
Baptiſm, may ; And when done, tho' it ought not to be 
done, they ſay, ſhould be look'd upon as lawful, or, 
at leaſt, valid, as to the Deſign, or Effect of it, let it 
be perform'd by what Hand ſoever. 

Now, all that I ſhall anſwer to this Aſſertion under 
this Head is, that if there never was any Commiſſion 
granted, or, Offices of this Nature allowed to be law- 
fully executed without Epi copal Aut f ority, (d) as hath 
been ſufficiently made appear from Scripture, Fathers, 
and the conſtin: Uſage of the Church of God in gene- 
ral, and of this of our own here in particular, from the 
pureſt 14 ; then, notwithſtanding no Penilties are ap- 
pointed by Law, when a — not Epiſcopally ordain- 


ed, 


n 
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(b) "Ex Sid nag lid M Neuf r mirlic zi netfee Th Dunariets TY 
Ses, ſalcl. Se-Cloment, TE ad Cor. p. 40, 415 a. purtuant i the vol, 

1 Occonomy, none pretended to execute any of the three Miniſterial Oiſices 
in the Primitive Church, till they were lawfully called either by our Saviour 
himſelf, or ſome of the Apoſtles, or Sueceſſors uf the A poltles, let them be other- 
wiſe never ſo well qualify'd toundertake them: as is undeniably manifeſt from 
the R-cerds of th: Primitive Church, and the Practice and Example of our 
Blefſ:d Saviour and his Apoſtles, plainly ſer down in Holy Scripture : Nay, it 
is undoubtedly manifeſt that our Saviour hiinſeif (altho? he had fal oer 
over all Things both in Heaven and Earth) did not exerciſe any part of his 
Miniſtry, till he was outwardly commiſlioa d. Match. 3. 16, 17. Hev. 3. 5. 
Rom. 10. 14, 15. 

(e) 100 J. by 14 Charles IT. 

(4) Vid. Bp. Oxon of Church Government, P. 161, 27. 
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ed, ordinarily adminiſtreth the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
yet, (e) is the Fatt no leſs ineffectual and unlawiul ; nor, 
as it 18 Sch1/natical, let it be perform'd by never ſo able a 
Hand, leſs criminal, or finful, 

For certainly, if it be an unlawful, or, finful thing, 
to adminiſler the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper by a 
LZy-hand, (and every one we look upon to 5 ſo that 
hath not been ordained as above ſpecified) it is likewiſe 
ſo to adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, fince the 
former is only a Recognition, whereas the latter is a ſo- 
lemn Stipulation of the Covenant we made with God 
when we were incorporated into his Church, and, there- 
by, made Members of Chriit, Children of God, and 
Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. But further, 

( 2.) That the Commiſſion for empowering an Order 
of Men to 2dminifter this holy Sacrament of Baptiſm, is 
primarily lodged with, or, appropriated to thoſe Apoſ- 
tolical Men we now call Biſhops, is evident beyond all 
Contrad'&. on, from the Words of the Commiſſion itſelf, 
(Matth. 28. v. 19.) viz. Go Ye and diſciple all Nations, bapti- 
zug them, &c.) 

For from this Portion of Scripture it is undeniably 
manifeſt that this Power is not granted to Mankind, nor 
indeed to Chriſtian Men, promiſcuouſly, and in general, 
but, to the eleven Apoſtles, or, Supreme Governors of 
Chriſt's Church, in particular. For, to them alone, or 
to Men of their Order alone, is it here ſaid, Go ye, as is 
evidently recorded at the 16th verſe of this Chapter, 
T ben the Eleven went array into Galilee into a Mountain 
where Jeſus lad appointed them And Jeſus came and ſpake 
unto them, ſaying; all Poxwer is given unto me in Heaven and 
Earth, Go ye, and diſciple all Nations by haptixing them, &c. 
Since then we are ſo fully aſſured who thoſe Perſons 

are that have this high Commiſſion lawfully veſted in 
them, and by whoſe Authority alone all holy Offices are 
primarily to be performed, l look upon the denial or want 
of it, where it may be conveniently had, one of the moſt 
fatal Miſtakes that can happen to Chriſt's a = 
nce 


<—— 


(ce) Mevrito in Pi-s firgulos Schiſmata & Hereſes ſurgunt — dum illis Ad vo- 
cations quorund am *: Authoritas praſtatur & Firmitas, dum Baptiſina eorums 
defenditur, dum Tidvs, dum Verita« proditur, dum id quod contra Eccleſians 
foris geritur, intus in ipſa Eccleſig vindicatur. Cypr. Ep. 74. P. 214. 
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fince I have made it plainly appear that no Ai niſteriil 
Acts are ordinar:ly valid, which are not pes form'd by 
thoſe Perſons that had their Comuiiſſion from thi: Or- 
der of Men, we now call Biſhops. And without all 
Queſtion, this was the chief Reaſon that made that 
ius and learned Father Huatius, juit as he was guing 0 
ufter for the noble Defence he had male of this and 
other Parts of his moſt holy Profeſſion, fo very vehe- 
ment againſt all thoſe that oppoſed it, when he faith, 
None but the Bijop (f) and ſuch as are conſtituted, 
and ordained by him, have Authority to adminiſter 
the Sacraments of Baptiſin and the Lord's Supper 3” 
and, conſequently the Mmijt;-ations of all others are null and 
ine ff Aral; and if there ſhould be any that dare pretend 
to maintain a contrary Opinion, they v2poſe the Will of God, 
and are 19 be avoided by all good Chriſhans: As alſo when he 
faith in another Part of this Epiſtle, (:)“ Whoſoever 
« doth any Spiritual Office without the Biſhop, (that 
is, without being commiſſioned by him) he ſerveth 
the Devil. | 

St. Cyprian likewiſe inſiſts upon the Neceſſity of an Epiſ- 
copal Commiſſion to execute any, and p:rticularly theſe 
two holy Offices, eſpecially, the latrer of them, as ear- 
neſtly as Iguatius doth, when he ſaith, that v Baptiſm 
—_ aaminifired wither an Epiſcoval Co amiſi ned Offi- 
cer. 

What inevitable Danger of loſing their Souls then muſt 
all thoſe Perſons continually lie und r, who careleſly enter 
themſelves into the Pale of Chriſt's Church by ſuch Of- 
ficers as have no regular, or indeed, no Gul at all ! This 
Argument wants to be more ſerioully conſidered than, at 
preſent, it is by the generality of Mankind. 

But, if a being entered into Chriſt's Myſticzl Body 
by an Epiſcopal Commiſſioned Officer certainly intitle 
us to all the Privileges of the Goſpel, and intallibly 
* us in a ſtate of Grece, which our diſſenting Bre- 
t 


ren will not deny, and the negle& or want of ſuch a 
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regular Officer, leave us in a State of Nature, which 
they can never diſprove, what muſt become of thoſe 
that wilfully content themſelves with the Performances 
of meer Lay-men ? For, I think, I may now boldly ſay, 
that all are ſuch that are not thus regularly ſent into 
Chriſt's Vineyard, viz. as he hath appointed, and we 
have manifeſtly proved. 

This Argument will hold good in Civil Policy, be- 
cauſe how able ſoever we are to execute any Office in 
the Civil Government, our Acts are ordinarily of no 
Validity till we are put in Commiſſion by lawful Autho- 
rity. 

So that, we are thus far advanced, vi z. that there is 
a Regular and Supreme Hierarchy in Chriſt's Church, 
not inſtituted, or, executed by the People, as ſome pre- 
tend; but by the Power and Authority of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, (i) and his holy Apoſtles. 

And thus having treated very largely of the Divine, 
or, Apoſtolical Inſtitution of the Supreme Order of Bi- 
Mops in Chriſt's Church, I ſhall, in the 


II. Scond Place, conſider their Power of Juriſdiction, 
or, of ſetting the things in order that are wanting in it; which 
they may as lawfully challenge and exerciſe in their re- 
ſpective Churches, now, as Titus, the Biſhop, or, Su- 
_ Spiritual Governour, and Ruler of Crete, did, in 

en. 


And to ſet this Matter alſo in a clear Light, it will be 
requiſite to ſhow that there is a Power lodged with the 
Supreme Governours and Rulers of Chriſt's Church to 
ſet the things that are wanting in it in as good Or- 
der as ever; or, to make ſuch Laws, and exerciſe ſuch 
Diſcipline, as will powerfully maintain Truth, and drive 
away Error, as will vigorouſly encourage Virtue and ſup- 

eſs Vice, as will inviolably preſerve the Church's Peace, 
good Order and Unity; and laſtly, ſuch as will effectu- 
ally reſtrain the diſobedient and unruly, eſpecially in 
theſe three following Particulars. 

I. Firſt, When one ſort of People pretends to an un- 
bounded Freedom from the Power and Authority of Ec- 


clefiaſtical Laws. 
| II. S:condly, 
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II. Scond y, When another pretends to worſhip God 
in publick, where, when, and after what manner they 
pleaſe, without any _ to the publick Injunctions 
of an Orthodox Eltabliſhed Church. 

III. Thirdly, and laitly, when another ſort pretends 
to plead a Parliamentary Indulgence for all lach un- 
bounded Freedoms. 

Firſt then in Confutation of the firſt Pretence, vix. of 
all ſuch Perſons as plead an unlimited Freedom from the 
Power and Authority of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, I ſhall prove 
that there is a Power ſtill lodged with the Supreme Go- 
vernours and Rulers of Chriſt's Church to ſet the thi 
that are wanting in it in as good Order as ever, or to 
ſuch Laws, Decrees or Canons as are judged neceſſary 
for the Maintenance and Advancement of the great 
Ends above mention'd; and that they are all conſcien- 
tiouſly to be ſubmitted to and obeyed fo far as they ex- 
tend; and conſequently, an unlimited, or abſolute Free- 
dom from them can by no means be pretended. 

And that this Power of Juriſdiction, or, Legiſlitive 
and Executive Power was primarily left with the Su- 
preme Governours and Rulers of Chriſt's Church, which 
we have evicently proved to be Biſhops, ſeems to me to 
be very manifeſt, not only from that known Injunction 
of the Apoſtle, (Heb. 13. v. 17.) Obey them that have the 
Rule over you and ſubenit yourſelves, for they watch for your 
Snels as they chat muſt give Account; and more fully, from 
the Words of my Text, For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, 
that thou ſhor'dſt ſet i Order the things that are wanting; as 
alſo, from the many undoubted Authorities of the An- 
cient Fathers afore ye; but likewife from pure na- 
tural Reaſon, (i) and the Nature of the thing itſelf; be- 
cauſe the Church of Chritt is a Body of which he is the 
Head, and is a regular Society, confiſting of Perſons go- 
verning, and Perſons governed, of Paſtor and People. 
And, as it is a Society, there muſt of neceſſity be a ſu- 
preme, or unqueſtionable Power lodged in it &) of en- 


acting 


— 
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acting Laws, Decrees, or, Canons of this Nature; be- 


cauſe, no Socicty whatſoever can long ſubſiſt without 
the ineſtimable Bleſſings of Peace, Order, and Unity 3 
and Peace, Order, — Unity can never be expected, 
without the Power of enacting ſuch Laws, Decrees, or 
Canons, as effectually conduce to the Promotion of Vir- 
tue and the Suppreiſion of Vice, to the Maintainance of 
Truth, Virtue, and Piety, and withovt a ſuitable, or, 
proper Authority to execute and enforce them: (!) And 
therefore, ſince the clearing of this Point is of ſuch ex- 
ceeding great Conſequence to what follows, I ſhall en- 
large very freely upon it, becauſe the two foliowing 
ones ſeem, in a great meaſure, to be concluded by it. 

I afſert therefore, that it is abſolutely neceſſary, that 
there be an unqueitionable Power of making and execu- 
ting Laws, Decrees, or Canons, in Chrift's Church, for 
the Ends above-mentioned ; and that this Power is pri- 
marily lodg'd in that Order of Men we now call Biſhops : 
For tho Chriſt has been pleaſed to leave a complete Bo- 
dy of Laws, or Canons, behind him, containing all ne- 
ceflary Articles of Faith, as well as practical Precepts or 
Duties, and, in a Word, all Requifites of Religion in 
general; yet the great Ends of it, ſuch as Truth, Vir- 
tue and Piety, cannot be eſfectually ſerved, and Reli- 
gion brought to 2 regular and vigorous Practice, with- 
out this ſtanding legiſlative and executive Power, not on- 
ly in the Church in general ; but likewiſe in every Pro- 
vincial or National Church in pacticular. 

This is abſolutely neceſſary to fix and determine the 
moral Circumſtances of Religion in it; I mean, the 
Time, Place, and Manner of worſaipping God in pub- 
lick. It is neceſſary alſo to determine the accidental 
Controverſies that may ariſe in Matters of Religion, i. e. 
to cenſure Hereſy and Error, and to promote and ſecure 
an uniform Piety throughout every Part of it. 

But now it is manife, that the ſacred Canon hath not 
left a particul:r D-rermination of theſe Matters; and, 
indeed, they are ſuch as cannot w-!! be determin'd by 
univerſal Laws, that are to reach ople, Times, and 
Places; and therefore the Holy CG oft ſeems to have 


done no more than to grant a g nere Commiſſion * the 
ver- 
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Governors and Rulers of their reſpective Churches, by 
virtue of which they might diſcharge it as they ſzw con- 
venient, v:. according to the preſent Circumſtances and 
Emergencies of their particular Charges. 

Their Commiſſion may be reſolved into theſe follow- 
ing Iaſtructiuns, vz. That Care be taken not to lay up- 
on the People any unneceſſary Lhirgs; that Care be ta- 
ken that nothing be impos'd contrary to the Word of 
God, or, that carrieth juſt Cauſe of Scandal in it; that 
all things be done to Edification, to promote the great 
Ends of Truth, Virtue, and Piety; and, that all things 
be done according to the Laws of Decency, Order, and 
Unity, and to the Glory of God. But further, 

( 2.) That there is a Nec-iFty of a ſtanding legiſla- 
tive and executive Power in the Governors and Rulers 
of every national or particular Caurci to ſettle Matters 
of this Nature, ; from the Proceedings of the 
Apoſtles and the Primitive Church: Por, after they had 
publiſh'd the Chriſtian Faith, form'd a Church, and 
confirm'd the Diſciples in the Belief of it, there aroſe a 
Controverſ: in the Church at Antiach, about Circumci- 
ſion, and the Obſervance of the Kitual Law; and, it is 
very probable it had thrown the whole Church into end- 
leſs Diviſions and Diſtractions, had not the Supreme Go- 
vernors, the Apoitles, or Biſhops, and Elders of it, in- 
terpoſed, and, after mature Deliberation, drawn up ſome 
Canons upon it. | 

The Form is recorded in As 15. v. 28. It ſeem'd good 
to the Holy Ghafl, an to us, to lay won you no greater Burden 
than theſe neceſſi ry things, 

Again, we find ſever: Irregularities in the Church of 
Corinth, as to their publick Aft-mblies, the Celebration 
of the Lord's Supper, and the publick Worſhip of God 
in general. An tho” their Apoltle, or Biſhop, St. Paul 
himſelf, beſtow'd an Euiltle to adjult the greateſt Part of 
them, yet we Sand ſome remaining to his next Viſitation 
for he tells them, that ot! er things be v ond fe: in order when 
be came among ten, ( r Cor. 11. 34. And no doubt but 
he did, altho' we have no Records about them. 

Now, this is an unqueſtionable Argument, that there 
mult be a conſtaut Governing or Ruling Power left with 
the ſupreme Governors and Rulers of Chriſt's Church 
in general, and conſequen:ly with the ſupreme Gover- 
nors and Rulers of every National, or Provincial Church 


in 
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in particular, to anſwer all ſuch · like occaſional or acci- 
dental Emergencies: For, that this Power extended be- 
yond the Apoſtles to the Governors and Rulers of the 
Church, their immediate Succeſſors, (and, if to them, 
no doubt to lateſt Poſterity, unleſs it can be proved to 
the contrary from Scripture, Reaſon, or the Nature of 
the Thing itſelf, as it is highly impoſſible it ever ſhould) 
is undeniably manifeſt from theſe to following Autho- 
rities, fince we find a Delegation made to Timorby, And 
theſe Things give in Charge, (I Ep. 5. 7.) but more expreſ- 
ly to the Governor of the Church of Crete, in the Words 
of A. Text, where the Apoſtle tells us, that for this 
Cauſe he left kim in Crete, that be might {et in order the things 
that were wanting, that is, not only in this, or in theſe two 
:cular Churches at that "Time, bur likewiſe in theſe, 
and all other Chriſtian Churches, *till Time ſhall be no 
more: For, whatever theſe Injunctions were that are 
here given by the Apoſtle, we do not find them upon 
Record, as a ſtanding Rule, binding to theſe, or other 
articular Churches, excluſive of others; and there- 
| way we muit conclude, that ſuch Matrers were left to the 
Prudence of the ſupreme Governors and Rulers of their 
reſpective Churches in general, I mean, within their re- 
ſpecti ve Juriſdiftions, to all ſucceeding Generations. 
truly, it cannot be deny'd, but that this Govern- 
ing, or Ruling Power, was conſtantly exercis'd in the beſt 
and pureſt Ages of the Church, as an inherent, or in- 
— 1 * Right — 8 to the Governors 

7 
(3 


Rulers of their reſpective Churches. 

.) But to enlarge a little more upon this Head: 
Since tis indiſputably manifeſt, that Chriſt hath inſti- 
tuted a governing or ruling Power in his Church, he 
muſt neceſſarily inveſt it with a ſaitable or proper Au- 
thority to ſupport itſelf, and to carry on the important 
Ends and Defigns of it, ev'n tho' there were not the leaſt 
Authorities of Revelation for it. The Voice of natural 
Reaſon, as I ſaid, plainly directs it, and the Practice of 
every governing Power entirely confirms it; and there- 
fore, fince our Bleſſed Saviour, in his ſecond and laſt 
Revelation, hath no where deſcended to expreſs any par- 
ticular Laws for the Diſcipline and Order of the Church 
in future Ages, but rather left a few general Rules for 
the enacting ſuch Laws, according to the accidental Emer- 
gencies of every particular Church; nay, rather, fince it 


ſeems 
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ſeems to be morally impoſſible to draw up a Body of 
Laws to anſwer all Emergencies of every particular 
ſucceeding Church, with reſpect to its Order and Ju- 
riſdiction ; it muſt unavoidably follow, ev'n without the 
Voice of Revelation, that there is a perpetual governin 
or ruling Power lodg'd in the Chriitian Church ; — 
that it may, and ought to be exerciſed by the reſpective 
Governors and Rulers of it in every Age, purſuant to 
Apoſtolical Canon and Practice. 

And indeed, this is abundantly confirm'd ev'n by the 
Canons and Practice of the Jewiſh Church; for it is 
indiſputably manifeſt, that the Hour for daily Sacrifices, 
the erecting of Synagogues throughout all the Parts of 
the Country for hearing the Word, and for Prayer; the 
Order of Burial, and Rites of Marriage, reſted purely 
upon Eccleſiaſtical Authority; for they were no where 
preſcrib'd in the written Canons, that I can find; and 
conſequently, we may preſume, were inſtituted by the 
Church's Diſcretion: And yet theſe were Inſtitutions, no 
doubt, highly approv'd of by God, and binding to the Peo- 

le. But now, this is an Inſtance that, with confider- 
able Advantage, aſſerts the Power of Juriſdiction, or of 
a legiſlative and executive Power in the Chriſtian Church: 
For, firſt, it is undeniably evident, that God had made a 
molt ample Proviſion of Eccleſiaſtical Laws in the Jewiſh 
Church for carrying on, (one ſhould have thought) all 
the Parts of Diſcipline and Worſhip he had inſtituted in 
it; inſomuch that he left particular Laws to determin 
molt of the Branches or Circumſtances of ir. S conaly, 
They enjoy'd extraordinary Allitinces of Prophely to 
reſolve all Doubts and Scruples under ail ſorts of Emer- - 
encies; but now theie are Advantages which the Chri- 
lian Church cannot pretend to. If therefore the Jewith 
Church, notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages, enacted 
ſiti ve ſtanding Laws of her own, much more, lurcly, 
may the Chriſtian Church enact Laws of the fime Na- 
ture, for the Advancement of the greit Ends of Rcli- 
gion and the publick Worſhip of God.“ 

And thus having aſſerted the Church's Authority in 
general, to ſet the Things in Order that are wanting in 
it, (i. e.) by making ſuch Laws, Decrees, or Canons, as 
ſeem neceſſary for the Preſ-rvation of Truth, Peace, and 
Piety, and the publick Worſhip of God, and conſequent- 


ly ſuch as manifeſtly oblige the People, ſo tar as ny 
H extend; 
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extend, to pay a regular and uniform Obedience to them, 
I ſhall now ſhow more particularly, tho' very briefly, how 
this Authority cometh to be exercis'd, ſo as to become 
binding to, or ſtrictly to be obey'd by every one of them 
in every particular or national Church. And in order to 
make this the more clearly appear, I ſhall enquire how 
particular, or national Churches came to be formed, and 
the Bounds of their Juriſdiction fix'd, eſpecially, after the 
Apoſtolick Age, and after the Empire became Chriſtian. 

Firſt then, it may be obſerv'd that, in the firſt Times, 
a great many had their Original from the Apoltles, or 
their immediate Subſtitutes ; for where Chriſtianity ob- 
tain'd to any confiderable Degree, there, no doubt, a 
Church was generally form'd, and the Bounds of it fix- 
ed : And, where the R-gion, or Country was large, and 
| ſeveral Biſhops were engaged in propagating the Faith, 
there, we may preſume, their reſpective Boundaries 
were ſettled by mutual Conſent and Agreement. 

But the cleareſt and molt received Accounts of the 
Church inform us, that the Model of particular Churches 
was generally taken from that of the Civil Government. 
The Seat of the chief Magiſtrate was the Seat of the Bi- 
ſhop, that 1s, in ſome City, and ſo took in the Parts ad- 
jacent to it: And, the Original of Primates and Metra- 
politans undoubtedly reſteth upon the ſame Foundation, 
as appeareth from the Conſtitution of the Roman Empire; 
For, the See of the Archbiſhop was the Metropolis, or 
chief City of a Province, and the See of the Patriarch was 
the chief City in the Emperial Dioceſs. This, as I take it, 
was generally the receiv'd Model of the Ancient Church : 

owever, it is certain that the Authority, upon which 
particular Churches are founded, is not Monarchical ; 
that is, the Order and Government of P:triarchs and 
Metrapolitans depend only upon the Authority of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Inſtitution, and that of the Empire: For, with- 
out all Queſtion, the Civil Power, upon the yielding up 
of the Sceptre to the Croſs of Chriſt, is — 6s with an 
Authority * to inſpect the Affairs of the Church, fo as 
not only to protect her from Violence and Oppreſſion, 


but 
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but to call Synods, to inſpect their Decrees, with reſpe& 
to the Rights and Satery of the State, as well as the Safe- 
ty and Well-being of the Church ; to ratify and confirm 
them, ev'n thoſe that concern the very Conſtitution, 
Model, or outward Government of the Church : For, all 
this may be juſtly included in the Notion of nurſing Fa- 
thers, and nurfing Mothers of the Church. 

Theſe Things being laid down for Principles, we muſt 
conclude, that the Civil Power of every State, or Nation, 
upon the Diſſolution of the Roman Empire, might, with 
the Concurrence of the Ecclefiaſtical, eitabliſh a Church- 
Government within their reſpective Dominions, provided 
it be done according to the Primitive and Apoſtolical 
Model. And a Church, that hath both Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Authority for its Eſtabliſhment, undoubtedly 
reſteth upon a double Authority, and both Divine; no 
leſs than the Ordinance of God; and therefore eve 
Perſon that is a Member of it, is indiſpenſably oblig'd 
to ſubmit to it. And this is the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church of England in particular; and therefore it is 
founded upon an Authority that cannot, with the leaſt 
Colour of Reaſon, be diſputed; and conſequently, it 
challeng=th an indiſputable Power to make and execute 
Laws for the Ends afore-mention'd ; without which the 
Cherch, as a Siciety, cannt ſabſiſt, and, by which, our natio- 
nal Conflitution, next under Chriſt, n chiefly ſupported, ſaith 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation, in their late Repre- 
ſentation to the Higher. [ ». 22. dat. May 10. 1717. ] 

And now having, likewiſe, ſufficiently, tho' very brief- 
ly, aſſerted the Authority of particular, or national 
* wa in making Laus, and evinced how ſuch Laws 
muſt neceſſarily be binding to every private Perſon, or 
Member of them; I know no Colour of Argument that 
can be pretended from Scripture, to evade the Force of 
what hath been offer'd, but that which ſome, eſpecially, 
of late, have ſhamefully miſapply'd ; I mean, an Injunc- 
tion which was annex'd to both the Jewiſh and Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation. 

Thus, in the Jewiſh Canon, thou ſbalt not add thereto, 
nor diminiſh from it, | Deut. 12. 32, ] And, in the Cloſe 
of the Goſpel, If any Man ſhall add unto theſe things, God 
hall add unto bim the Plagues that are written in this Book, 
DL Rev. 22. 18.] From whence ſome En Judg- 
ments would gladly _ that nothing is binding — 

1 | what 
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what is poſitively commanded in holy — that 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws are an Affront to the Perfection of it, 
and, in a Word, an Encroachment upon the Liberties 
of a Chriſtian. 

But, in the Fyſt place, tis manifeſt, the Jewiſh Oeco- 
nomy enjoy'd a Body of Laws fo very full and particu- 
lar, that one wou'd have believ'd, they had been abun- 
dantly ſufficient for the Conduct of that People, as well 
in temporal as ſpiritual Affairs; and yet we have inſtan- 
ced in ſeveral Laws relating to the publick Worſhip of 
God in particular, whoſe Authority was always unque- 
ſtionable, without ever being eſteemed an Addition to 
the ſaered Canon.. ä 

But further, Secondly, if nothing be of Force but what 
is poſitively commanded in holy Scripture, I know not 
how the Laws of the Civil Power can obtain Credit, or 

Authority; or, how the Civil Power challengeth a Legiſ- 

lative Power: For, tho' Obedience is commanded to the 

Higher Powers in general, yet, the Power of making 

Laws in particular, is leſs ſpecify'd in Scripture, than it 

is concerning the Governors and Rulers of the Church, 
as plainly appeareth from what hath been already deli- 
ver d. Rut now it is evident, that this Power of makin 

Laws was never diſallow'd, in Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Su- 

periors, by our blefled Saviour; neither can a Body of 
ſuch Laws be eſteem'd an Addition to the Word of God, 
nor a Detraction from it, unleſs they are advanc'd in Op- 

poſition to it, or fix d upon a higher, or at leaſt, an e- 
qual Authority with it, ſo as to command as great, or 
greater Veneratjon or Regard than the expreſs Laws of 

God. This, indeed, were really to eſtabliſh a Piece of 

Will-Worſhip, and make the Commands of God of 

none Effet ; which, and which only, were the chief 

Reaſons why our Saviour cenſured the Traditions of the 

Jewiſh Church, that, by a voluntary Humility, held net 

the Head. 

It is certain then, that the Laws of our Eccleſiaſtical 

Superiors have a binding Force and Authority contain'd 
in them; becauſe, as long as they are orthodox, and 
juſt, and tend to the Promotion 11 any religious Deſign 
or End, they bear the Authority and Seal of Heaven it 
ſelf upon them, are the very Ordinance of God, and are 

as conſc:entioufly to be obey'd and ſubmitted to, as if 

hey proceeded immediately from God; for, they w 
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the Laws of God's Vicegerents, that have receiv'd a 
Commiſſion from him; and, if they act in purſuance to 
this Commiſſion, the Obedience that is paid to it, is in 
reality paid to God ; for it is a Submiſſion to an Ordi- 
nance which God hath inſtituted. And this is no more 
than what the Apoſtle (in 1 Pet. 2. 16.) intends, when 
he enjoins a Submiſſion from us as the Servants of God. 

But yet, notwithſtanding this, we conltantly obſerve 
a juſt Decorum between Human and Divine Laws; for, 
the Submiſſion that is paid to them is different. 

Divine Laws, or the Laws of God, are infallibly true, 
jaſt, and good, and are to be ſubmitted to aſſoon as we 
. they are God's Ls, ev'n without examining the 
Nature, or Compoſition of them; but the Laus of God's 
Vicegerents, whether in Church or State, may be mate- 
rially evil, erroneous, or ſinful; and not to be ſubmit- 
ted to, before we have examin'd the Nature and 
of them; and are ſatisfy' d, as far as poſſible, as to the 
Innocence of them. 

Further, as for the Laws of the Church, we do not 
rank them among the Eſſentials of Religion, as Articles 
of Faith, or abſolute Conditions of Salvation; for, we 
ſay, that they are only Circumſtantials of Religion, or 
neceſſary Requiſites and Proviſions, to preſerve the Ca- 
non of Faith, and to promote and carry on the great 
_ of Chriſtian Worſhip, Truth, Purity, and Ho- 
lineſs. 

And tho? there is an abſolute Neceſſity for the Aut ho- 
rity in general, I mean, that there ſhould be Laws of 
this kind, and conſequently, it is a convincing Demon- 
ſtration of the Duty of Submiſſion to thoſe that are en- 
ated ; yet, we grant, that there may be ſeyeral Laws 
that may, with equal Succeſs, ſerve the ſame End, and 

therefore the Law that is injoin'd, may not only be chan- 
ged, but might be in its own Nature indifferent before 
it was commanded ; and yet, after all this, when the 
Church hath made Choice of this or that Law, tho' in- 
different in its own Nature, it ought to be ſubmitted t 
and obeyed as the Ordinance of God; and the wil 
Contempt of it, without a ſincere Repentance, will, in 
the Apoltle's Senſe, receive the Recompence of all other 
wilful Sins, 

From what hath been ſaid then, it is abundantly ma- 
nifeſt, that Ecclefiaſtical Laws no way injure the Perfec- 
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tion of the ſacred Canon, by adding to, or diminiſhing 
from it; and conſequently, what hath been already de- 
li ver'd, concerning the Authority of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
re mains firm and unſhaken. 

Upon the Whole, therefore, it undeniably appeareth, 
that Chriſt hath inveited the Supreme Governors and 
Rulers of his Church with a Power of making Laws for 
the Maintainance of Peace, Order, and Unity; and, for 
the Advancement of the great Ends of Religion, Truth, 
Purity, and Holineſs ; and, that theſe Laws are to be 
ſubmitted to, and obeyed, within the proper Verge of 
them, as the Ordinance of God ; and conſequently, not 
only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake ; or, upon 
thoſe Laws of Fealty and Obedience we all of us lie under 
upon the account of their being God's Ordinances ; and 
therefore it is a vain Conceit to pretend to a lawleſs or 
ungovernable Freedom from them; or ſo much as to 
gainſay or withſtand even the reaſonable or juſt Laws of 
our Eccleftaſtical Superiors. This were to give our ſelves 
2 Latitude to cancel God's own Ordinances at pleaſure ; 
a Piece of Li „truly, that muſt turn all Religion 
out of Doors, and, at laſt, tempt us not only to diſpute, 
but reject the Supreme Authority of God himſelf by a 
pretended Charter or Grant from his own Hands. 

Thus, having very largely prov'd what ample Autho- 
rity Chriſt hath left with his Church to make Laws, and 
to ſet the things in order that are wanting in it, not 
only by obliging the Members of the Chriſtian Church 
in genera], but of every Provincial or National Church in 
particular, ſtrictly to obey and ſubmit to them; I ſhall 
proceed, with the ſame Impartiality and Plainneſs, to 
confute the 


II. Second falſe Notion another Sort of People have 
lately entertain'd of Church- Authority and Communion, 
viz, When they pretend to worſhip God in publick, 
where, when, and after what Manner they pleaſe, with- 
out any Regard to the Injunctions of an Orthodox, Eſta- 
bliſh'd, National Church. SY 

But truly, this hath, in a great meaſure, appeared al- 
ready, by what hath been offer'd upon the laſt Head ; 
For, it hath been ſufficiently prov'd, that the Governors 
and Rulers of the Church of Chriſt, in general, are in- 
veſted with a Power of making and executing Laws; and, 


it 
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it hath been likewiſe fully — that the Governors 
and Rulers of every particular or National Church are 
authoriſed to exerciſe this Power ſo as to become bind- 
ing to the ging of every reſpective Church or Nation 
to which they belong. So that, in order to the clearing 
of the Controverſy here before us, we are now only to 
enquire into the Extent of this Power, I mean, with re- 
ſpect to the Subjef-Matter of it, and our Work is done. 

And truly, the Inſtances, which Scripture affords us, 
of a legiſlative and executive Power, ( ſome of which 
have been touch'd upon under the preceding Head } 
give us a full Information of its Extent or Lanka 
But, had holy Scripture been wholly filent in the Caſe, 
the very Nature and Reaſon of Things inſtruct us, that 
the Governors and Rulers of every particular or national 
Church are authoris'd to make ſuch Laws as are ſufficient 
to ſupport the Being of their Church, as it is a complete 
religious Body or Society; ſuch Laws as are ſufficient to 
maintain the Peace, Order, and Unity of it, and to car- 
ry on the great Ends of Religion, wz. Truth, Purity, 
and Holineſs. So that they are indiſputably impower' d 
to make Laws, not only to inſpect the Lives and Actions 
of their People, to cenſure Vice and Error, and en- 
courage Virtue and y_ 5 but to carry on the publick 
Worſhip of God; and, in a Word, to enact Laws to 
anſwer all accidental Emergencies that may attend any 
particular or national Church. 

Therefore we muſt conclude, that it is the ſpecial Care 


of all Church-Governors to form every particular Church 
into a regular Society; and, in order to this End, to fix: 


and determine the Time, Place, and Manner of Public k. 
Worſhip * ; to affign the Bounds of Ecclefiaſtical Juriſ- 
diction, and the Limits of the Paſtoral Function; to or- 
dain and conſtitute fit Perſons to labour in their reſpective 
Pariſhes; and to oblige the People of every Pariſh to 
yield Obedience to all ſuch Laws. 


It 


8 


*® To this purpoſe writeth St. Clement, in his 1 Ep ad Corinthios, N 
T:et ici bes Nee Gore ö Acaorimhe Niνννν cnt aaa 27 Kaigse may we 
Pe We J Teararenc A Aeflapgete DH 3, 9 £28 5 df ehxTeng dainer- 
ow gina a" age ior Kaiggic W Gegic. b. . And, to the due Ob- 
ſervance of theſe he ailigus a Bieffing ; for, ſays he, in the next Page, Ot 


Toe res, Kaiggic vid Nef mt x Ego poget wif ww ops cle; me, 
ein. 
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It is certain that theſe are Proviſions abſolutely nece£- 
ſary for theſe important Ends; yea, ſuch Proviſions as 
tuele are e/ential to the forming any Church, or People, 
into a regular Society; and, were a Set of Perſons au- 

thoriſed and diſpoſed to enter into Society, there muit 
be an Authority and Laws of the like Nature to ſup- 
rt and maintain it. 

Since then this outward . to be ſo very ne- 
ceſſary not only in ours now, but in every other ortho- 
dox — Church, I far as we can bad, in former 
Ages; how ſtrange muſt it appear to every impartial 
_ Chriſtian Render to find Che *People dnt 
to make the World believe, that there is no occaſion for 
any ſuch particular Methods, or Ways of divine Worſhip ? 

Or, with others, that there was ſo great a Diverſity of 
Rites and Ceremonies in the ancient Churches, that they 
all of them varied from one another in every neighbour- 
ing Village, or fingle Congregation? For, after one of 
this Perſuaſion hath told us, that A fingle Congrega- 
* tion was a competent Charge for a primitive B:ſhop, 
he adds, that Each of ſuch Churches bad Porter to go- 
* vern and order it ſelf, and jo followed ſuch Orders as every 
© Church thought fit, without being obliged to conform to thoſe 
© of others, They had no Rule nor Order in things of 
© this Nature requiring invariable Obſervance, nor did 
© they regard ſuch Uniformity, as others, many Hundred 
© Years after, in Ages as many times nies 5 ſeem d 
fond of. None of thoſe Churches uſed the ſame 
0 © Prayers, nor the Lord's Prayer, but only at the Eu- 
© chariſt. All of them had not the ſame Creed, nor u- 
© ſed any of their publick M orſbip but what was repeat- 
© ed by their Catachumens at Baptiſm, or the Lord's 
Supper; nor the ſame Way in confirming, marrying, 
© or burying. They uſed not the ſame Mode either in 
© reading the Scriptures, or ſinging.— They differ'd in 
© their Habirs and Poſtures.— Such as this, and, what 
might be ſh-w'd 'n more Inſtances, was the Uniformi 
of the ancient Churches. That which is now admir d 
appears to be a meer Novelty. | 

Bur, with humble Submiſſion to better Judgments, I 
ſhould rather think that the publick Worſhip of God, 
in a regular uniform Way, ſhould be look'd upon to be 
ſo far from being 2 particular Method, or meer Novelty, 
that we ſhould judge it to be the ultimate End x _ 

al 
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Faith and Obedience of the antient as well as freſent 
Church; becauſe God ſeems to require an uniform Obedi- 
ence * and Profeffion of our Faith, as an indif} 
Term of our Salvation t hout Period of it; 
not only becauſe the e faith, with the Mouth Confeſ- 
is made to Silvation, Rom. 10. v. 10. F which, in the 
former Part of the 13th Verſe, implieth, that it be done 
by every one of the Faithful at all Times, as Occafion 
requireth ; and then may they reaſonably expect, as he 
adds in the latter Part of it, to be ſaved ; but alſo becauſe it 
is the Bond of every Congregational, and National Church, 
and is likewiſe the great Teſtimonial of the Unity and 
Communion of the Holy Catholick Church; viz, that we all 
own and profeſs one God and Father of us all, one Faith, 
one Spirit, one Lord, and one Baptiſm. Fl 
But more fully yet; It is — known, that when 
we aſſemble our ſelves together, in publick as well as in 
private, we ave to glorify Cod in our Souls, and in uur Bodies, 
1 Cor. 6. 20. therefore we ought to do it with one Heart, 
one Mind, and one Mouth ; or, in one Way of publick 
Worſhip, both in Soul and Body; and, conſequently, 
we muſt perform it after a decent, ſolemn, and uniform 
Manner. And all this evidently concludes, that the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, as well as the Time, Place, and 
Manner or Form of it, is to be preſcrib'd and determin'd, 
and conſequently, it muſt be an indiſpenſable Duty, ev'n 
. the Ordinance of God, to * an entire Obedience 
to all ſuch Decrees, otherwiſe, we are manifeſtly guilty 
of the Breach of the Apoſtle's Canon, viz. Obey them that 
have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves ; and therefore 
muſt grievouſly offend, or fin againſt God's holy Ordi- 


Nance. 
3 And 


— 


Thus St. Clement, "Hycic & Sent n 76 auto aur 3tvler ar os vb 
ug Oe Hatvan weg ab ( fei: Seis) 1 Ep. ai Cor. 5. 44 . 
it thus St. Band, Tlavlis — 1 ide - * wie Mfg, v 
$5 0,08 0 H0tWC „ pier a. Ep. 63. 

1 til us e gg — "Hh * BT undd Tex oli, 
d M un, pct reg ty ui Sinn, &. Epyad Magyncs: p. 33. 

As alſo St. Cyprian de Umtat. tcl. i. 4. p. 108. Lit. Oxon. 

4 See allo 2 11m. 1. 8. Matth. 10. 32 Dent. 3. 12. SE 

ti There is not any thing ( ſaith a very learned aa judicious Prelate) 
© that makes any Number ot Men to be one Society, which 41uth not equally, 7 
or in a more perfett Manner, belong to all rac M embers of che Chri tian 
Church: They are ſubje& to the ſame Head, live under the ſame Laws, 

* Hare the fame rebgious Worſhip, and enjoy the fame common Privilege 
0 * 
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And to this ſec ms the pious Mr. G. ford, an old Non- 
conformitt M:miter, very heartily to ayree (in the Pre- 
face 10 his ſecond Treatile 2gaintt the Donatiits, as he 
calls em, or Sc paratiſts from the Church of England in his 
Time, who abiented themſelves from the Publick Wor- 
ſhip of God, on Account ot the Common Prayer, or one 
uniform Way of Publick Worſhip ) when he faith, Some 
are proceeded to this, that they will come to the Aſ- 
* ſemolics to hear the Sermons and Prayers of the Prea- 
* cher, but not to the Prayers of the Book, which I take 
to be a mor? grievous Sin than many ſuppoſe. ? 

Mr. Calvin likewiſe, tho' the Founder of theſe Separa- 
riſis, is ſo very expreſs and vchement for an uniform Way 
of Publick Worſhip throughout all their Churches, that 
he compos'd a Publick Form of Prayer for the Sunday, or 
Publick Service, himſelf. Fer this fee his 87th Epiſtle; 
as alſo Mr. Baxter, Mr. Owen, and ſeveral others of that 
Perſuaſion, in their Works to this Purpoſe. 

So that from what hath been already offer d upon this 
ſeccnd Head we may ſafely infer, that an uniform Way 
of Publick Worſhip was formerly approved and preſcri- 
bed not only by the ancient, as well as our own Church ; 
but likewiſe by the moſt learned and ſerious of the Dil- 
ſenting Teachers themſelves, and is to be conſcientiouſly 
ſabmitted to and obeyed, purſuant to the Injunctions 
and Practice of the Church in all Ages; at leait, fo far 
forth as it is not inconſiſtent with the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, and, particularly, the Words afore-quoted, and 
thoſe of my Text, which manifeſtly imply an entire 
Submiiſion and Obedience to every thing that is not fin- 
ful, which the Church, at any Time of its being, thinks 
fit to appoint ; and therefore this ſecond Pretence of 
worſhipping God. in publick, where, when, and after 
what Manner Men pleaſe, contrary to the Injunctions of 
an orthodox eſtablih d Church, falls to the Ground. 

Ir plainly followeth then, from what hath been ſaid 
upon this laſt Propoſition, 

( Frjt, ) That the Governors of every particular or 
national orthodox Church have Power, not only to pre- 
ſcribe and determine the Form of Publick 2 in 
general; but the Place, Time, and Manner of it alſo in 
patticular, ſo as to oblige every one of the People under 
their Care, to a conſcientious and ſtrict Obſervance of it. 


They have a full and clear Commiſſion from God for * 
| t 
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It is the very Ordinance of God. The Place, Time, and 
Manner or Form of Publick Worſhip, ar: moral Cir- 
cumſtances that are mixt with the very Nature of the 
Ordinance ; all which muſt be determin'd, and agreed 
upon, or it is impoſſible the Ordinance can be regularly 
ſolemniz'd: They are to be indifpeal.bly ſubmitted. to, 
and obey'd; or ſelſe, how cin the great and excellent 
Laws of Peace, Order, and Unifotmiry be miintain'd? 
Therefore, for private Perſons to ſet up Places of Publick 
Worſhip (let ther: pretend to never ſo much Sincerity 
in their reſpective Perſuaſions) where, when, and after 
what Manner they pleaſe; or, to retuſe to join in the 
orthodox eſtabliſh Church, after that Form an! Man- 
ner, or in thoſe Rites and Ceremonies that arc appointed 
or preſcribed, (provided there be nothing materiilly e- 
vil or finful in them) is ſo far from being the Budge of 
a ſincere Chriſtian, that it is exactly the Livery of an 
unaccountable Libertine, beſides its being a maniſa.t Vo- 
lation of the Peace, Order, and Unity of the Church, 
and conſequently an Obſtruction to the grezt Ends of Di- 
vine Worthip, urity, Picty, and Devotion; and, not 
only ſo, but it is likewiſe a manifett Keſiitance, or De- 
ſpight done to God's holy Ordinancy : The firit, as t is 
a Violation of the Unity of the Church, is directy ſchiſ- 
matical and finful: And the latter, as it implies mn open 
Contempt of the Great God, and his Divine Inu, pro- 
phane, rebellious, and deteitable. * But, to pri:c{cd, 

( S condly, ) It hath been abundantly d-mounitc ted and 
chncluded, that a particular, or national crtzo:lox eſta- 
bliſh'd Church is a regular Body, or Society, confifting 
of Perſons governing, and Perſons governed: That the 
governing Powers are, in an eſpecial Minner, concerned 
to erect and complete an uniform Scheme of Pudlick 
Worſhip, as the, great Deſign of this religious Society, 
and an Argument of its Compictneſs and Unity: *here- 
fore, it can never be the Badge of 2 ſincere and peaceable 
Chriſtian to ſeparate, or withdraw from this one Altar 
of Divine Worſhip; ven, rather, for private Perſuns ro 
ere& a diſtinct Altar of Divine Worſhip within the 
Bowels of a national, orthodox, eitabliſh'd Church; 
that is, within the kaown Limits of her Juriſdiction, 
creates a minifeſt Rupture in this religious Body or So- 
ciety, and conſequentlv, is directly contrary to a rel gious 
Peace, good Order and Un formity, and therefore is mani. 


feſtly ſchiſmat ical and ſinful. 12 And, 
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And, indeed, this is. entirely agreeable to the molt 
learned and judicious of our late Proteſtant Diſſenters 
and Teachers here at Home, as well as the Reformed Di- 
vines, or Teachers Abroad ; as I promiſed under a for- 
mer Head, to make ſuit:ciently appear, and ſhall now en- 
deavour to dilckarge my Promiſe, as ſatisfactorily as I can, 
in the following Pages. - In the mean time, it may not 
be amiſs, perhaps, to premiſe, that notwithſtanding all 
theſe Men diſſented, as to their private or perſonal Per- 
ſuaſions, from ſeveral of our eftabliſh'd Ceremonies, or 
Parts of our Diſcipline (as indeed, what Afembly, 
Church, or Community in the whole World agreeth 
with every thing eſtabliſn'd in &very other Aſſembly, 
Church, or — ) yet, I do not find that any 
one of them thought themſelves at liberty to ſet up ano- 
ther Altar of Divine Worſhip in Oppoſition to it ; but 
to be bound in the ſtricteſt Ties of Conſcience, as well as 
Law, to communicate with it; and accordingly they did 
always communicate with us on publick Days ſet apart 
by our Church for Divine Worſhip, if not as Miniſters or 

eachers, yet, as religious and attentive Hearers; and 
moreo ver very earneſtly preſſed all their Followers to 
do the like; publickly declaring the great Sin and fatal 
Conſequences that would n befall them, and the 
\ 4 Wh Weal of Chriſt's Kingdom, if they did not. 

n 

(Ert). Of thoſe Proteſtant Difſenting Teachers here 
at Home, that N condemned their Followers for 
ſeparating on Publick Days of Worſhip from our Com- 
munion. And firſt, of the judicious and learned Mr. 
Baxter, who writeth thus to the ſeparate Congregations. 

„The Hand of God is apparently gone out againſt 
« your Ways of Separation. You ſee you do but pre- 
« pare Perſons for a many proſe ;. Seekers, Ranters, 


% Quakers, and too man ed Infidels, do ſpring 
* up from among you, as if this were your Journey's End, 
« and the Perfection of your Revolt. * 

Mr. Gifford alſo, whom I quoted before, in the Pre- 
face to his firſt Tregtiſe againit the Donatiſts, or Separa- 
tiſts of England, writeth thus; © They make a vile 
„ Schiſm, rending themſelves from the Church of ws 

0 c 8 an 


Baxter Epiſtle to ſeparate Congregations, 


Inſtitution and Juriſdiftion of BIs nos. 61 


„% gland, and condemning, by their Aſſertions, the 
* whole viſible Church in the World, ev'a as the Do- 
* natiſts did of old; f and conſequently, are guilty of 


2 t Sin. 

The ſame Gifford, in the Preface to his ſecond Trea- 
tiſe before mentioned, ſpeaking of the ſame Sort of Peo- 
ple, goeth a great deal further, and faith, that © this is 
not the wortt, for ſundry are gone further, and fallen 
into damuable Schiſm; and the ſame is ſo much the 
more fearful and dangerous, in that many do not ſee 
the Foulneſs of it, but rather hold themſelves as god- 
lx Chriſtians. * 

Mr. Parker, likewiſe, another eminent Nonconformiſt, 
in one of his Letters, is moſt violent againſt the Separa- 
tiſts of his Time. © Ir grieveth me no little, faith he, 
that Satan ſhould be ſo impudent as to fling the Dung 
* of that Sect into my Face, which, with all my Power, 
5 I had fo vehemently reſiſted, during the whole Courſe 
* of my Miniſtry in England; , ſeeing that None, ( as 
be ſaith of tbemſel ves in another Place) bath confuted them more 
then ue, or wrote more aui them. 

And more to our Caſe ſtill in the Grave Confutation 
of the Errour of the Separatiſts, publiſhed in the 
Name of the old Noncontormilts ; wherein they inge- 
nuouſly cunfeſs all that is defired of them. Their Words 
are theſe: 

« Becauſe we (meaning the Church of England ) have 
a true Church, conſiſting of a Lawful Miniſtry, and a 
« faithful People, therefore they cannot ſeparate them- 
« ſelves from us, but they muſt needs incur the moſt 
„ ſhameful and odious R-proach of a moſt manifeſt 
„ Schiſm: ff And they that are guilty of this; or as 
they expreſs themſelves in another Place, ** continue 


in this Schiſm, we hold them all to be in a dange- 
* rous Eſtate. 

The Independent Teachers alſo of New England, who 
went out from us, a:know'-:dge the ſame, viz, that, 
« to ſeparate from a Churc': for ſome Evil only concei- 
ved, or indeed, in the Church, which might, and 
© ſhould be toleratel and healed with a Spirit of 
« Meekneſs, and of which the Church is not as yet con- 
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% vinced, tho' perhaps your ſelf be; for this, or the 


« like Reaſons, to withdraw from puoi'ck Com.numon, 
ps N Wed, Seals, or Cenſures, it is unlawtul and fin- 
And fo much for our late Proteitant D:iTenting Teach- 
ers here at Home, who utteriy deteited, and condemned 
a ſeparate Altar of divine Worſhip, aitho' they could 
not, nor did not conform as 'I'-ch2rs, nor mightily a 
ved of ſome Parts of our Diſcipline and Worthip, as 
rers. Proceed we now in the 

Scond Place, To the moſt eminent of the Reformed 
Divines abroad, and we ſhall! find them as bitter againſt 
theſe very Perſons, that are ſtill ſo unhappy as to ſepa- 
rate from us, as thoſe we have juſt now mentioned were, 
that were born, liv'd, and for the moſt part taught a- 
mongſt us. 

The Firſt whereof, that I ſhall inſtance in, is Mon- 
fieur de L Angle, one of the Miniſters of the Reformed 
Church meeting at Charenron near Paris, who, in his Let- 
ter to the late Biſhop of London, dated Oct. 31. 1680. 
writeth thus. 

Since the Church of Eugland is a true Church of our 
Lord; fince her Worſhip and Doctrine are pure, 
and have nothing in them contrary to the Word of 
God ; and fince that when the Reformation was there 
received, it was received together with E PIS CO- 
PACY, and with the Eftabliſhment of the Liturgy, 
and Ceremonies, which are there in Uſe at this Day, 
it is, without Doubt, the Duty of all the Reformed of 
your Realm, to keep themſelves inſeparably united to 
the Church ; and thoſe that do not do this, upon Pre- 
tence that they ſhould defire more Simplicity ( or Puri- 
ty) in the Ceremonies, and leſs of Inequality among 
the Miniſters, do certainly commit a very great Sin. F 
And to this Purpoſe writeth Monfieur Claude, ( Cotem- 
rary with Monfieur de L. Angle), another moſt em nent 
reign proteſtant Divine, in one of his Letters alſo to 
the late Biſhop of London. ! Lord, ſays he, we 
are ſo very far from believing that a Man cannot live 
* with a good Conſcience under your Diſcipline, and 
* your Epiſcopal Government, that in ordinary Practice, 

we 
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we make no Difficulty either to beſtow our Caairs, or 
to commit ti. e Care of our Flocks to Miniſters receiv'd 
and ordain'd by my Lords the Biſhops, as might be 
Jjuitified by a great Number enough ot Examples. both 
old and new. And, a little while fance, Mr. Duplegis, 


been eſtabliſhed and called m a Church of this Pro- 
vince. And Monſieur cart, whom, you, my Lord, 
receiv'd to the holy Miniſtry, did us the Honour, but 
* {ome Months ago, to preach at Charenton, to the general E- 
* dification of our Flock. So that they, who, in this re- 
: - do impute unto us any Opinion diſtant from 
* Peace and Chriſtian Concord, do certainly do us wrong. 
And, in another Place of this Letter, faith he, 

* We do not believe that a fingle Difference of Go- 
vernment, or Diſcipline, nor ev'n a Difference of Cere- 
monies, innocent in cheir own Nature, is a ſufficient 
Occaſion to break the facred Bond of Communion ; 
wherefore our Churches have always look'd upon ana 
confider'd yours (v. the Church of Fug/and) not on- 
ly as a Sifter, but, as an elder Siſter, for which we 
ought to have a Kindneſs accompanied with Reſpect 
and Veneration, and for which we do prefent moſt ar- 
dent Prayers to God without ceafing. I ſhall not be 
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apart, and ſeparating from the publick Aſſemblies, and 
withdrawing themſelves from under your Government : 
There is no Man that doth not ſee that this would be 
real Schiſm ; which, in it ſelf, and of its own Nature, 
cannot chooſe but be always odious to God and Man, 
and of which the Authors and Patrons cannot avoid 
the rendring an Account before the Tribunal of our 
common Maſter. When St. Paul forbad us the forſaking 
the afſembling of our ſelves together, he did not only con- 
* demn thoſe that did not come thither, but ſtay d at home; 
but thoſe too, without doubt, that held other Aſſem- 
blies in b, to the publick ones; for this is to 
break the Bond of Chriſtian Charity, which doth not 
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* only joyn us with ſome of our Brethren, but with 


all our Frethren, to receive from them, and to give 
them, Edification, by living together in the ſame Com- 
© munion. To imagine that we cannot, with a good 
© Conſcience, be preſent at Aſſemblies, but only when 
* wedo fully and generally approve of all things in them, 


Cix 


that was ordun'd by my Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, hath - 


afraid to give that Name to the holding of Aſſemblies 
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* it is certainly not to know either the Uſe of Charity, 
* or the Laws of Chriſtian Society. This Principle would 
* overturn all Churches; for, I cannot tell, whether 
© there be any, whoſe Government, Diſcipline, outward 
Form, Ulages, and Practices, be of ſuch Perfection, 
that there is nothing at all in them to blame: And, 
© however it be, as the ] of Men are very diffe- 
rent, this would be to open the Gate to continual Se- 
0 tions, and to aboliſh all Aſſemblies. It is there- 
8 certain that Conſcience doth not oblige us to with- 
draw from the Aſſemblies; but, on the contrary, it 
* obligeth us to joyn with them when the Things that 
© offend us are tolerable, c. * Thus far, moſt 
directly to our Caſe, this very learned and worthy Perſon. 
Monfieur le Moyne, Profeſſor of Divinity at Leyden in 
Holland, in his Letter, likewiſe, to the late Biſhop of 
London, Sept. 3. 1680. doth manifeſtly confirm all theſe 
ingenuous and excellent Paſſages, when he faith of our 
Church, that All good Men ought not to ſeparate from 
her, but to look upon the Church of Exgland as a ve- 
* ry orthodox Church. Thus all the Proteſtants of 
© France do, thoſe of Geneva, thoſe of Switzerland, and 
Germany, and thoſe of Holland too; for, they did them- 
© ſelves a very great Honour in having ſome Divines of 
England in their Synod of Dort, and ſhow'd plainly, 
that they had a profound Veneration for the Church of 
* England: And from whence doth it then come, that 
* ſome Exg/ib Men themſelves have fo ill an Opinion of 
© her at preſent, and divide raſhly from her as they do? 
© Is not this to divide from all the ancient Churches, 
from all the Churches of the Eaſt, from all the Prote- 
* ſtant Churches? — For my part, as much inclin'd to 
Toleration as I am, I cannot, for all this, perſuade my 
* ſelf, that it ought to be allow'd to thoſe that have fo 
little of it to other Men; and who, if they were Ma- 
* fters, would certainly give but bad Quarter to thoſe 
that depended upon them. I look upon theſe Men as 
© Diſturbers of the State, as well as Church, and who 
© are doubtleſs animated by a Spirit of Sedition. Nay, 
© I can ſcarce believe that they are juſt ſuch as they ſay 
* they are ; and I ſhould be ſomething afraid, ther very 
o ge- : 
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dangerous Enemies might be hid under Colour of theſe 
Teachers. Societies compoled of ſuch Perſons would 
© be extremely dangerous, and they could not be ſuffer'd 
* without opening the Gate to Diſorder, and advancing 
towards one's Ruine. * 

Mr. Durel alſo, in another Place of his Book of Foreign 
Churches, ſpeaks incomparably well to this Purpoſe; 
but, it being too long to recite here, I refer you to his 
Abridger, from Page the = 5th. 

The learned Grotizs likewiſe moſt evidently certifies 
the ſame Truth, when he faith, * I am ſure that the Li- 
* turgy of the Church of Exg/and,-—the Authority, (or 
Government) of their Biſhops, and many other Rites 
* of like ſort, are entirely conſiſtent with thoſe of the 
* ancient Church, from which We ( the Reformed) in 
France and Holland, cannot deny but that we have re- 
* ceded.” } 

Now = * which I have laid — 
you are ſo v ull and convincing to every imparti 
and ſerious Ha that I ſhall — you * — 
only of one foreign Divine more, and this the unfortu- 
nate Original and Founder of thoſe unhappy Sects that 
ſeparate from us, I mean, the famous Mr. Calvin, whom 
they ſtill ſo exceedingly admire, and doat on, and ſo con- 
clude this Head: But if they will allow themſelves 
Time to examine his Writings carefully, and particularly 
| the following remarkable Paſſages taken out of them, 


they will every Day find leſs Reaſon for admiring him, 


than, at preſent, they think they have, viz. on the ac- 
count of his diſliking any Church's Liturgies, or Cere- 
monies, Doctrine, or Sacraments, even thole of the 
Church of Rome it ſelf not excepted, unleſs they be ma- 
nifeſtly ſinful, ar openly vicious, as is undeniably evi- 
dent from theſe Words of his, taken out of his Treatiſe 
De vitand Superſtitione z where he faith, * Let no Man 
think me ſo auſtere, or bound up, as to forbid a Chri- 
* {tian, without any Exception, to accommodate himſelf 
to the Papiſts -x A , or kg 5 5 3 For, 
© it is not my! e to condemn any thing, in an 
Y Turpo I: Y 8 Church, 
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Church, but what is clearly evil, and openly vicious. 
And if fo, he ſurely doth not intend to condemn our 
Church, which maintains nothing in her Worſhip that 
ſo much as favours any thing that is either evil or vi- 
cious. 

But further, he corroborates this ingenuous Conceſ- 
fon with ſeveral other Paſſages in his Writings, as you 
will ſee very clearly made out, and contain'd in theſe 
8 Quotations. 

Fir/t, In his Book of The true Way of Reformation, where 
he ſaith, that he would not contend about Ceremonies, 
, ay ſuch as arc ſymbolical, or agreeable to the Church 
* of Rome. | 

S:condly, When he ſaith, in another of his Books, 
( ſpeaking more particularly of thoſe Men that break in 

under the Bond of Church-Unity, which, he reckons, 
all do that ſeparate from a Church that hath the Word 
and Sacraments regularly adminiftred in it, as this of 
ours hath) No Man clraper the due Puniſhment of 
his Divorce; he bewitcheth himſelf with moſt peſti- 
© lent Errors and wicked Dotages. | 

Thirdly, When he faith, * The Pariſh. Churches being 
© one and all of this Character, where the Word and Sa- 
* craments are duly adminiftred, they are ſuch Churches, 
* from which a godly Man may not ſeparate. F Such a 
Church (adds he J in the 

Fourth and laſt Place, is never to be caſt off, tho' it 
* {warm full of many other Faults; yea, tho' ſome Faul- 
* tineſs creep into the Adminiſtration of Doctrine and Sa- 
* craments. * 

And this I take to be his only or chief Reaſon, becauſe 
a Rupture in the myſtical y of Chriſt is of worſe 
Conſequence, than keeping Communion with a Church 
that is not perfectly pure in its Doctrine or Worſhip. 

And now, if this was his Judgment, and the Opinion 
and Practice of the moſt judicious and learned of that 
Perſuafion in the late Times, as I have made it evidently 
appear beyond all reaſonable Exception that it was, we 
would all of us do very well in theſe apoſtatizing Days 
of ours, ſeriouſly to reflect upon what they have recom- 
mended to, and warned us of, in theſe Wn Oy + 
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and to conſider, that the better Chriſtians any of us are, 
the more earneſtly we ought to ſtrive to make others ſo 
and, we can never pct to do this, after a more uni- 
form, regular, and acceptable Manner, than by our pi- 
ous Inſtructions, powerful Admonitions, and godly Ex- 
ample, ( with theſe truly conſcientious and fincere Men) 
within the Pale and munion of our eſtabliſhed 
Church : For, ICY this Labour of Love be 
ſomewhat grievous to Fleſh Blood, that is, to our 
ſent private Intereſt, or Opinions; yet, fince the 
blick Weal, the Spouſe for which Chriſt died, is ſo 
mightily benefited by it, we ought, at all times, to 
ſubmit our ſelves chearfully to it, and promote its Satiſ- 
faction and Intereſt all we can; aſſuring our (elves, that 
every one of us ſhall, one Day, reap abundant Gain for 
all ſuch regular and dutiful Compliances, fince we have 
conſcientiouſly declined our own private Intereſt and Sa- 
tisfaction, that we might maintain and promote the In- 
tereſt and Edification of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

And this ſeaſonable Advice, and peaceable Conduct, 
is entirely conſonant to what Mr. Calamy, another Non- 
conformiſt Miniſter, teacheth on the like Occafion : The 
* Way to cure the Churches, ſays he, is not to ſeparate 
* from them, but to continue with them, and, by living 
* with them, to labour to enrich and heal them.* 

As alſo to Mr. Baxter, who faith, that © by other Sins 

Men pull down the Church conſequentially, but, by 
Separation, they do it directly: for by gathering 
Churches into diſtinct Bodies in Oppoſition, they cut 
the Throat of the Church. 
And truly, if bare Nature teach us to be grateful and 
dutiful to our natural Parents; and, on no Account 
whatſoever to deny them Succour, as long as we can do 
it without Sin; much lefs certainly ſhould we abandon 
our Spiritual Parent, ( if ſhe happen at any Time to 
need our Aſſiſtance) who hath been, and is {till ſo very 
tender of, and indulgent to us, as of Children of Wrath, 
to make us Children of Grace, and He irs of the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

And thus having likewiſe ſufficiently ſhown the Judg- 


ment and Practice of the moſt learned and judicious of 
2 the 
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the late Proteſtant Teachers and Separatiſts both at 

home 2 ON = Maintainance T dry A I 
doſed to prove under this Second tica 

Ted to 1 in the ; * 


III. Third, and laſt Place, the other falſe Notion ano- 
ther Sort of Men have lately entertained againſt our 
Publick w—_— and Communion, vi. whether they 
can juſtly plead (as moſt of them pretend to do), a 
Parliamentary Indulgence for all ſuch unbounded Free- 
doms; or whether they are thereby authoriſed to erect 
and eſtabliſh an Altar of Divine Worſhip within the Ju- 
risdiction of an orthodox, national, eſtabliſhed Church, 
in direct Oppoſition to it. | 

Now, what I ſhall ſay upon this Head, or, have al- 
ready faid _ anv other, is with the utmoſt Humility 
and Submiſſion to the Judgment of my Superiours, whe- 
ther Ecclefiaſtical, or Civil, faithfully promiſing to own 
my Errour when I am fairly proved to be in one. 

Firft then, . as the Church of Chriſt is but one entire 
Body, and, as a National orthodox Church is a regular 
Part of this Body, and all the Parts of it knit together 
by ſome external Ties, and Bonds of Union, m m 
humble Opinion, the Civil Power can never authorife 
two, or, more diſtint Altars of Divine Worſhip in Op- 
* 1 to each other. * For, where the National e- 

abliſhed Church is a regular orthodox ; bound there, 


the Civil Power, as God's Vicegerent, is bound to pro- 
re and ſupport it, and to uſe all prudent Methods to 
oblige every Subje& to its Communion, and own its Ju- 
risdiction; but can never authoriſe ſeparate Congrega- 
tions that diſown its Communion, and deſpiſe its Juris- 
dition, to ered a diſtinct Altar of Divine Worſhip with- 
in the known Verge of its Jurisdiction, in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to it. | 
I readily grant that the Civil Power may, with the 
Concurrence of the Eccleſiaſtical, alter the Bounds of 
Dioceſſes, or, Pariſhes, and erect new Sces, or Parochi- 
a] Congregations, for the more effectual carrying on the 
great 
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* eus nant oft, & Chriftes wnns off, & una Eccleſi : Aliud Altre 
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great Ends and Deſigns of Religion, as I have before aſ- 


ſerted; but can never ereX new ones in Oppoſition to 
the old. No; as there is but one Church, fo there 
can be but one Way, and one 'Truth, and one true Altar 
of Worſhip; and every Aſſembly is only a Branch, or 
Member of it; every Soul is a Suppliant before it; and 
therefore, there can never be two diſtinct Altars of Di- 
vine Worſhip, nor any Law that can warrant both; one 
only can be true and orthodox, the other muſt remain 
irregular and ſinful. 

Indeed ſuch an Attempt in the Civil Power, in my 
humble Opinion, is, in a direct Senſe, to divide the 
Church, or Body of Chriſt, and uſurp upon that Autho- 
rity from which theirs is derived. bt 

So that it is plain to me there can be no Indulgence 
which can exempt the People from their Obedience to 
an orthodox eſtabliſhed national Church, or, at leaſt, 
that can take away the Guilt of any Separations advanced 
in Oppoſition to it. 

It is poſſible, I confeſs, that the Communion of an e- 
ſtabliſned Church may be ſo finful, and the Terms of it 
ſo very unwarrantable, or unlawful (as, indeed, this of 
ours formerly was), that we need not the Authority of 
an Indulgence to make it lawful to withdraw from it. 
But fince we may challenge any of our diſſenting Bre- 
thren, (let them pretend what they pleaſe) to charge 
us with any Terms of Communion, or at leaſt, to prove 
that any of them are, at preſent, F finf/, ( altho' one 
leading Perſon among them, in the Name of all the 
ret, would make the World believe that they are) ; 
And, fince ſome of the ſeparate Congregations are ad van- 
ced as purer Ways of Divine TForſhip *, ; or as if they 


were better N edify'd than thoſe of the orthodox eſta- 


bliſhed 


ft Diffenters Reaſons, &c. p. 5, 6. 
*, As to this ſecond Pretence ſee John Fox, the Nonconſormiſt Teacher's 
Letter in Fuller's Church Hiſtory, L. 9. p. 1066, Where ke faith © If they 
4 prevail (that is, the Separatiſts ), it is nor to be imagined what Miſchief 
© and Diſturbance they will dein „ Whole Hypocriſy is more ſubtil and pernici- 
© ous than that of the Old Monks; For, under the Pretence of grrater Purity, 
© they will never give over *rill they have brought Xen under a Jewiſh Slavery. 
ty} For this ſee Monſ. Le Moyne and de I.“ Angle their two mot excellent 
Letters abovecited, but eſpecially, that of the former of theſe two worthy Di- 
vines, towards the Fnd of it; where, taking into Conſideration this third 
Pretence our Separatiſts make for ſeparating from us, tiz. for Getter Edifica» 
tion, he writeth thus. 


« I do 
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bliſhed Church; and, upon theſe ſpecious Pretences, ſe- 
parate from us; all the Indulgences in the World are 
not ſufficient to free them from the Guilt of &biſm, ** 
in dividing that Body which Chriſt hath made but one: 
and therefore, to inſiſt _ it as a Plea of Chriſtian Li- 
berty for any of theſe Pretences, can never clear it, as 
the Apoſtle faith ( x Pet. c. 2. v. 16.) from being a 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. 
Whoſoever then hath Recourſe to the preſent Indul- 
ence, upon any of the aforegoing Accounts ; or to au- 
thoriſe a Separation from the eſtabliſhed Church by rea- 
ſon of the Sinfulneſs of its Doctrine, or the Unlawful- 
neſs of any Part of its Diſcipline, either ſhamefully miſ- 
takes, or wilfully perverts the main End, and Defign of 
it : For, to authoriſe a Separation from an eſtabliſhed 


ortho_ 


I do not ſee that their Meetings are of any great Uſe, or that one may be 
© morec ed there than in the Epiſcopal Churches. When I was at London, 
© almoſt five Years ago, I went to ſeveral of their private Aſſemblies to ſee 
* what Way they took for the Inſtruftion of the People, and the Preaching of 
the Word of Cod: But, I profeſs, I was not at ail cdified by it. I heard one 
of the moſt famous Nonconformiſts. He preached in a Place where there 
< were three Men, and three or four ſcore Women. He had choſen a Text 
« about the Building of the Ruines of Feruſalem; and, for the Explication of it, 
© he cited Plixy — Fitrucins a hundred times, and did not forger to men- 
tion a Proverb in Italian, Duro conduro non 4 Mauro. All this — to 
© me nothing to the purpoſe, and very im r for the Women, and ve- 
© ry far — 2 Spirit T fought — the — and Edification 
of bis Hezarers------ To cantonize themſelves, and make a Schiſm in order to 
© have the Liberty to vent ſuch Vanities, is very ill Conduct, and the People 
© ſeem very weak to quit their mutual Aſſemblies for Kings that fo little de · 
© ſerve their Eſteem and Preference. 

* Sec how very bitter Calvin and Beza both are againſt our Diſſenters, 
who endeavour to keep up an unreaſonable Schiim amongſt us upon the Ac- 
court of our Publick Diſcipline, and particularly, that Part of it, as excerciſed 
by our Biſhops, as Biſkops, as it is ſer down in Mouf. 4e L' Angle's Letter 
tefore cited. 

After he kath told us that © Schifm is the moſt formi4able Evil that can be- 
„fall the Church - (he ſays that ), this was ſo much the Opinion 
* of our great and excellent Calvin, that in his Treatiſe of the Neceſſity 
© of the Reformation, he makes no Difficulty to ſay, that if there 
© ſhould be any ſo unreaſonable as to refuſe the Cummunion of a Church 
© that was pure in its Worſhip and Doktrine, and not to ſubmit themſelves 
© with Reſpe@ to its Government, under Pretence that it had retained an Epiſ- 
© copacy qualified as Yours, ( wiz. of the Church of England ], is, there would 
© be no Cenſure, nor Rigour of Diſcipline, that ought not to be exerciſed upon 
© them. ----- (And then, a little after, he proceeds ro Beza). And Beza ham - 
* ſelf, ſays he, who did not, in the general, approve of the Fpiſcopal Govern- 
© ment, makes ſuch a Diſtinttion of Towrs, (vi. of the Church of England), 
and, is fo far irom believing that one may, or, that one ought to take Oc- 
© calion from thence to ſeparate from your Church, that he prays earneſtly to 
Cod that ſhe may always remain in that happy Eſtate in which ſhe had been 
put and oor tex þ by the Blood, by the Puriry of the Fairh, and, by the 
© wiſe Coududt of her excellent Biſhops. | 
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orthodox Church by an expreſs Law, in any of theſe 
pretended Caſes, is to give the higheſt Encouragement 
to it, and is rather an undermining the orthodox eſta- 
bliſhed Church, than a ſupporting and defending it; or, 
in the Language of Scripture, becoming a Nurting Fa- 
ther, and Nurſing Mother to it. 

But now this 1s an Imputation, that cannot, with any 
Colour of Reaſon, be fixed upon a Legiſlative Power 
that are profeſſed Members of the eſtabliſhed Church: 
So that, as the preſent Indulgence doth not go about to 
infringe any of the juſt Rights, or Immunities of it, ſo 
it could never be adal to draw any Members away 
from its Communion. 

The great End and only Deſign then of the Legiſla- 
tive Power, at that Time, was to give Eaſe to weak, 
erroneous and miſguided Conſciences, by releafing them 
from thoſe Civil Penalties which former Laws had pro- 
nounced againſt all ſorts of Separatiſts; but they did not 
in the leaſt pretend to make, or ſay, that the Terms of 
our Communion were unlawful, or finful ; or to ex- 
piate either the Sins, or Guilt of the erroneous Conſci- 
ences of the Separatiſts, by making it lawful for them 
to erect ſeparate Congregations in the Bowels of our 
eſtabliſhed Church ; or by giving them an Occafion of 
withdrawing from it. 

It is certain there is Sin and Guilt that may attend 
an erroneous Conſcience, when it is not lodg'd in a 
State of invincible Ignorance, but enjoys proper Means 
of Conviction ; and yet, fince an erroneous Conſcience is 
to be purſued till Conviction is wrought, the Legiſla- 
tive Power may ſuſpend, or withdraw any Civil Penalties 
that have been pronounced againſt Separatiſts, without 
warranting or approving of a Separation ; or altering 
2 Caſe as to the Guilt, or Sin fulneſs of an erroncous Con- 

cience. 

I do not pretend to determine the Caſe, whether Ci- 
vil Penalties may not ſometimes be uſed as Means of 
Conviction to erroneous Conſciences ; for, all that is re- 
quired, at preſent, is to ſhow that viſible Penalties may 
be withdrawn, without authorifing ſeparate Congrega- 
tions, or oppoſite Altars of divine Worſhip. 

I think it is as clear as the Day that there is no neceſſary 
Conſequence in theſe two Arguments: (Frſt), an open 
Separation from an orthodox eſtabliſhed Church is finful, 


ev'n 
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ev'n tho” it is carried IN By an erroneous Con- 
ſcience ; therefore God hath authoriſed the Civil Power 
to inflit Civil Penalties upon all ſuch Separations. 
Where the Antecedent is certainly true; but there may 
be no more 'Truth, than juſt or Neceſſity, in the 
Conf: h ain, (2) 

Tho' the Civil Power be authoriſed to inflict Civil 
Penalties upon an erroneous Conſcience ſeparating from 
an orthodox eſtabliſhed Church; yet if the Civil Power, 
after ſome Time, think fit to reverſe the Sentence of 
the Law, or withdraw the Penalties from it, when they 
do not attain the End for which they were defigned ; 
the Civil Power then authoriſeth and approveth the 
Separation, and maketh it become lawful and inno- 
cent. Where the firſt Propoſition likewiſe is, or may be 
true; but the Conſequence, or Conclufion, that is drawn 
from it, utterly falls; for we may, with as much Truth, 
argue thus: The Civil Power, for ſome ſpecial Reaſons, 

rdoneth a piece of Theft, I mean, fo as to releaſe the 

iminal from the Penalties which the Law pronounceth 
againſt him; therefore, the Civil Power authoriſeth, 
and approveth the Fact, or taketh away the Guilt which 
it contracteth before God upon the Conſcience: For, 
tho' there may not be an wth map in the Inſtances as 
to the Nature of the Things, yet, there is an exact Pa- 
rity in the Nature of the Conſequences, which is all 
that is defired, or contended for. 

But it may be farther alledged, that the preſent Indul- 
gence goeth a great deal further than the releaſing of Ci- 
vil Penalties, for the Magiſtrate is appointed to grant Li- 
cences for every ſeparate Congregation ; and this amounts 
to an expreſs Approbation of the thing it ſelf, that is, 
with reſpe& to the Lawfulneſs of it; or rather, it is a 
direct authoriſing of Separation as much as that of the 
orthodox eſtabli Church. 

But certainly, it is a groſs Miſtake to affirm that this 
Circumſtance altereth the primitive Intention of the 
Law ; for it is manifeſt that the Clauſe for licenſing diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters, or ſeparate Congregations, was con- 
trived and inſerted to prevent clandeſtine Intruders, and 
for the Safety of the Government, not to declare the In- 
nocence, or Laufulueſs of Separation: For Men were not 
to form Congregations at large, without the Magiſtrate's 


taking ſpecial Cognizance of the Perſon that was to by 


Inſtitution and Juriſdiftion of B Is n Os. 73 
fide in, and inſtruct them. It was intended likewiſe t o 
333 the Attempts of deſigning Men, that upon the 
1 Show of Religion, they might not form Aſſem- 

ies, and inſtill poiſonous Principles againſt the Govern- 
ment, and turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into 
Faction. This is abundantly manifeſt from thoſe 
Declarations, Oaths of Fealty, and Subſcriptions, that 
are required before Licence is granted. And certainly 
ſuch ſtrict Caution as this rather ſuppoſeth that the Le- 
28 Power eſteemed Separation to be a dangerous 

vil, if not well guarded againſt, than aſſerted the Inno- 
cence, or Lawfulneſs of it. 

It's abundantly manifeſt, therefore, that the Civil 
Power, notwithſtanding any Acts of Indulgence to the 
contrary, hath left the Separatiſt to ſtand on his own 
Bottom, namely, as to the Determination of the Law- 
fulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs of the ation, from the in- 
trinfick Nature of the thing. And, if it ever was unlaw- 
ful to ſeparate from an orthodox eſtabliſhed Church, and 
erect an Altar of Divine Worſhip in Oppoſition to it 
within the Bounds of its Jurisdiction, it remains ſo ſtill, 
notwithſtanding any Colours of Argument that oy be 
drawn from the preſent Indulgence, the Deſign of which 
was only to releaſe miſguided Conſciencesfrom thoſe Civil 
Penalties which former Laws pronounced againſt them, 
But further. 

Lam apt to think, that as our judicious Lawgivers were 
ſo diſcreetly charitableas toexempt Conſciences truly ſcru- 
pulous from the Penalties they were otherwiſe obnoxiqus 
to, without encouraging their Separation, or leſſening 
their Guilt ; ſo were they ſo truly charitable to thoſe 
that deſcended from them as to give no Encouragement 
to a perpetual and an unreaſonable Separation, that be- 
ing contrary to the Deſign that all ſuch regular Societies 
are bound to endeavour after, viz. the ineſtimable Bleſ- 
fings of Peace, Piety, Truth and Unity. For altho' our 
Lawgivers, fince Matters were come to ſuch a wrerched 
paſs, readily took Pity upon the miſguided Conſci- 
ences of our Forefathers; yet, they could never be in- 
duced to believe that a perpetual, and an unreaſonable 
Separation, could either bring Glory to God, Com- 
fort to his People, or Peace and Safety to his Vicege- 
rents; and therefore, as they looked upon an unreaſona- 


ble Separation to be a great Sin, but, as Circumſtances 
I, then 


— — 
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then ſtood, thought it proper in certain Caſes to wave 
the Penalties againſt it; yet, to continue it to Poſterity 
by Force of Law, would have been looked upon to have 
acted Iniquiry by the Power of it; and the more they 
enccurage ther People, by this Means, to feparate from 
the citavuſhtea Church, the heavier Load of Guilt, 
they would have thought, would have been entailed up- 
on them, and their Poltericy : * For, if an unreaſon- 
able Separation from an orthodox eltabliſhed Cnurch 
be accounted Schiſm ; and Schiſm, wilfully perfitted in, 
bath, in all Ages of the Church, and by all Parties, 
been looked upon to be a damnable Sin; to tranſmit ir 
to Polterity, muſt larc ly ho ve bern looked upon irrecover- 
ably to kuve rent Chriſt's My ltical Body in pieces; and 
conſequently, they would hege chought that they had 
infallibly devolved upon tbemſelves, as well as upon all 
thoſe they encourzged in an unreaſonable Separation, 
an unpardonable Sin. 

And, for this Reaſon, it is humbly conceived, that 
our late Lawęivers provided that the Youth of this King- 
dom ſhould no longer be led away by the cunning Crat- 
tineſs of deſigning Men; but, if they would continue to 
inſtruct them, they ſhouid be ſtrictly conformable to 
the Rights and Ulages of the Church and State, that no 
Danger, (as the Law expreſſed it) might enſue to either. 

Hence then, we may humbly preſume, that our for- 
mer Lawpivers never intended to breed up Poſterity in 
diſaffected Principles to either Church, or State; be- 
cauſe a perpetual, and an unreaſonable Indulgence of 
them, would, they knew very well, at one Time or o- 
ther, unavoidably deſtroy both ; but only, out of a chari- 
table and diſcreet Regard to Conſciences truly ſcrupu- 
lous, and the Circumſtances they were then in, exem 


ted, eſpeciallv, that very Generation, or ſort of Men, 


from the Penalties of the Laus then in Force againſt all 
Recuſants, without, if poſſible, any farther View. f 


For, 


1 


— 


* Wperefore St. Ignatius gives this Advice to the H hi- h,üs, and in- 
deed, to all thoſe Churches which he dicefted his ſcvezal Fpiſtles to; ſaying ; 
Ma Nn Ae un, Gm: NS] ,t, Sami Ow AN 
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ft The Dilkenior, whore ever they prevailed, would never allow of any To- 
eration, Luc always Hirily protelied againſt it. Witneſs the Kirk of Scor- 
Land ever tnce their PerſuaGon was eſtabliſhed in that Kingdom. And 


aur owe Church, when tacy poverncs here, 


For 
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For, to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, if the tumultuous Times 
wherein they lived would have ſuffered it, is to ſuppoſe 
them to have been Haters, and Subverte:s of that ver- 
Conſtitution, which they ſeem'd ſo induſtrious, a 
were really bound, in the ſtricteſt Ties of Conſcience and 
Intereſt, manfully to maintain. 

We may reaſonably imagine then, that all thoſe Per- 
ſons, who, in thoſe dreadful and dangerous Times, would 
have advanced, or indeed would, at any Time for the 
future, advance and eftabliſh their own private Opinions 
either upon the Ruins, and Downfall, or at the Expence 
and Danger of the Peace and Welfare of an eſtabliſhed 
orthodox Church, are very inconſiſtent with themſelves, 
as well as Impoſers upon the Eſtabliſhment under which 
they livre; fince, if any thing be to be got in it, (but, I 
hope, very fcw are of this Pale Principle, and to ſuch 
People only I direct this Part of my Diſcourſe ), they 
will readily ſubmit to its moſt ſacred Acts of divine 
Worſhip, ev'n in the Courts of the Lord's Houſe, aad in 
the Preſence of all his People. 

If therefore, they think it no Sin to communicate 
with the Eftabliſhment, either out of Curiofity, or In- 
tereſt, at ſome particular Times, why do they not do it 
— the Nature and Purity of our Ordinances are {til} 
the ſame, and have not been ſubject to the leaſt Shadow 
of Turning for ſeveral Reigns ; that is, we have made 
no Alteration either in our Doctrine, or Diſcipline, for 
many Years ; but, they are like the Laws of the MA. 
and Perfians, which alter not. What a Shame is it then, 
for thoſe Men wilfully to derive an Odium, by their 

roſs Neglect, generally upon that, with which their 
Zonſciences can very regularly, at ſome particular Sca- 
ſons, comply? But, if they look upon our holy Ordi- 
nances to be, in any Reſpect, unholy, why do they com- 
municate with us at all? 

Can their Conſciences ſometimes be ſo tender as nat 


; : — - ä 
to come near the Houſe, where God's Honour haelth, 
For this Reaſor, we may preſume, NMlonſ J. 12 fo vory vebemment a- 
gainſt ſuch (ſort of Men in his Letter be month dd pv os of favs, © For 
6 my Part as much inchned to Toleratien: 3 i wn, 24 1 Gt. tot 11 his, Per- 
* ſuade my (elf that it auge to be atlov © ... 249th r A 1 tu 
© ather Mer. &cc. 5 | 8 
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and, at other times, Wagon affront him before all 
the Congregation? This muſt incline us to believe, 
that they either wilfully impoſe upon us, or that they 
act very inconſiſtently with their own Reaſon; and the 
rather, becauſe they make the World believe, by their 
occaſional Conformity, that our Communion may be oc- 
cafionally ſubmitted to without Sin. And, if fo, it muſt 
be a great Sin in them to perpetuate Diviſions, or in- 
deed, to deſire the Government to perpetuate them, at 
the Peril of an gen Rupture in the Body of Chriſt, 
when they may ſubmit to our Communion, and at the 
ſame time pay that Reſpect, which is juſtly due to 
him, and his Church, by living, as he hath inj 
us, in the Unity of the Spirit and Bond of Peace. 
Thus I have giv'n you my humble Opinion of all 
thoſe unaccountable Freedoms ſome Men are pleaſed to 
take under the Colour of the preſent Indulgence, and 
how iouſly they are all miſtaken when they pre- 
tend to them upon the Account of it; ſeeing that it is 
far from encouraging any ſuch Liberties or Freedoms as 
— imagine, gp in 2 Nature, a LON inat 
it, it reſpects the Prerogative agi- 
irate and Paſtour, as well as the Immunities and Privi- 
leges of the People, and neither giveth Countenance to 
Faction in the State, nor Schiſm in the Church; and, 
conſequently, he that hath Recourſe to it to juſtify any 
ſuch extravagant Doings as theſe, perverts the real Na- 
ture, and Defign of it, and, inſtead of putting the things 
that are wanting in good Order, puts them quite out of 
all Order. 
And now I ſhall cloſe up this long Diſcourſe with an 
earneſt Exhortation to all our Brethren, of what Deno- 
mination ſoever they be, that difſent from us, to confi- 
der ſeriouſly what they have been doing in propagating 
the Seeds of Schiſm among us all this while, and to turn 
with all convenient Speed into the Boſom of the Church; 
whoſe Bowels have fo long and grievouſly yearned for 
their Converſion ; that henceforward, the Unity of the 
Spirit may be eternally retained in the Bond of Peace, 
ruth, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, throughout the 
whole Community. 
And, in order to this good End, I could heartily 
wiſh that they would impartially weigh what hath been 
ſincerely offered to them upon this Subject; and if they 
cannot 
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cannot fairly avoid the Force of our Arguments, they 
know, common Juſtice requires them to renounce their 
Prejudices. Surely, it is the greateſt Diſparagement, 
that poſſibly can be, for a reaſonable Being to ſtand out 
againſt the plain, and evident Convictions of Reaſon ; 
or to be ſo very unfortunately bigotted to particular 
Notions, or Opinions, as fully to reſolve that nothing 
ſhall prevail with them to forlake them. 

I do therefore, again, and again, with the utmoſt 
Bowels of Compaſſion and Earneſtneſs, beſeech them to 
fix their Thoughts a little more upon this —_— Ar- 

ument than they have yet done, and ſeriouſly confider 
he dreadful Conſequences of their Proceedings; wiz. 
whether they do not hazard the Beauty, Strength, and 
Order of the Chriſtian Religion, whilſt they pretend to 
aſſert thoſe unreaſonable 2 I have been diſ- 
courſing of. 6 

Sure lam, that that which overturns the Sanctions 
and Orders of an orthodox eſtabliſhed Church, that 
which ſhatters into Parties and Factions, that which 
overthrows the Harmony, Order, and Unity of Chriſ- 
tian Worſhip, muſt needs weaken or diſable the common 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity ; and, to d any Political Contri- 
vances, or Chriſtian Liberties for all theſe pernicious Pract.- 
ces, is to make Chriſtianity an Inſtrument of its own Ru- 
ine, and Chriſt the Subverter of his own Inſtitution. 

It is indiſputably evident, for Men to pretend an abſo- 
lute Freedom to withdraw from an orthodox eſtabliſhed 
Church; to form oppoſite Aﬀemblies, and diffolve 
them at Pleaſure ; at one Time to ſet up for a Diſciple 
of Cephas; at another, of Afollo; and ſo on, in Compli- 
ance with the utmoſt Demands of an extravagant Fancy ; 
I ſay, to do all this, is a direct Subverſion of Ecclefiaft'? 
cal Diſcipline and Ay, of that Power and Govern- 
ment which Chriſt hath inſtituted and left in his Church 
for the Maintenance of Truth, Peace, Purity, and Holi- 
neſs. All this is moſt certainly implied in every unrea- 
ſonable Separation: It containeth in it the Seeds and 
Principles of all theſe fatal Conſequences. 

You ſee then that it is utterly impoffible for the Ends 
of Religion to be carried on and advanced without thoſe 
neceſſary Provifions. Indeed, Chriſt himſelf, our great 
Lawgiver, ſaw them abſolutely neceſſary, and therefore 
he form'd his Church into a regular Society, inſtituted a 
ſtanding Authority in it to infpeR the Lives and — 

0 
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of his People, to encourage Vi and ſuppreſs Vice 3 
and, in a Word, to carry on * Ends and 
of Religion, by fixing every thing according to the ex- 
cellent Rules of Order 1 But now it is 
undeniably manifeſt that theſe wild Notions of Separa- 
tion overturn the whole OEconomy, and reduce the 
Church of Chriſt from a regular Body, or Society, into 
a confuſed disjoynted Multitade : For, by this Means, 
the beautiful Spouſe of Chriſt is quite disfigured ; and, 
inſtead of a living, and perfectly ſound Body, (where e- 
very Part, or Member 1s fitly compacted by its proper 
Bonds and Ligatures, and jointly nurſed up by a Princi- 
ple of Life diffuſed through the whole ), 4. like 
a lifeleſs and mangled Body, * bleeding out its Vi- 
tals ; or rather, like an aſſaſſinated Perſon, not only be- 
reaved of all her Beauty, Form, and Comelineſs ; but 
torn piece- meal, and her Joynts, or Members, ſcattered, 
( as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it), as when one cutteth and cleaveth 
Wood upon the Earth, Pſal. 141. 7. All this will an unrea- 
ſonable and groundleſs Separation do in the Myſtical Bo- 
dy of Chriſt in Time, as really, as a Sword, a Lion, 
or the wild, Boar out of the Foreſt, will diſmember, 
and tear in pieces a natural Body: and therefore let 
Men impartially refle& upon that diſmal Train of Guilt 
and Miſchief, to which they infallibly contribute, that en- 
ter upon ſuch unbecoming and tremendous Practices. Let 
them conſider, whether they do not thereby obſtruct the 
Advancement of Truth, Peace, Purity, and Holineſs ; 
whether they do not lay a Temptation before Heathens 
and Unbelievers to ridicule and blaſpheme the very 
Name of Chriſt; whether they do not lay open the broad 
Way to Libertiniſm and Freethinking, and leave Men 
to the impetuous Sallies of their own ungovernable Luſts 
and Imagirations, and, conſequently, introduce the groſ- 
ſeſt Immoralities; and at laſt, tempt them to throw off, 
in the moſt disbecoming and prophane Manner, all Re- 
ligion: at leaſt theſe are the natural Conſequences of all 
ſuch unbounded Liberties or Freedoms: And all this 
will make up but a very ſorry Reckoning, or a moſt diſ- 
wal Indictment, wherever it happens to be fixed. 
For this Reaſon, no doubt, doth St. Clement expoſtulate 
ſo very ſeverely with the Schiſmatical Corinthians of his 


Time, 


* Magnum & glorioſum Corpus Chriſti exſeindunt, & quantum in ipfs oſt; 1 


ter3.ciimt. AMX. L. 4. 6. 53 & ta. 
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Time, and paſſionately difluade them from their unnatural 
Divifons ; when he faith, * Why are there Contentions, 
Strife, Scniſm, and War among you? have we not one 
God, and one Chriſt, and one Holy Ghoſt, which hath 
* been ſhed forth upon every one of us ? Why therefore 
do we take the Members of Chriſt and — them to 
< pieces, moving Sedition againſt our own Body, and ar- 
* riving to that Height of Madneſs and Folly, as to deny 
* that we are Members one of another ? Remember the 
Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which pronounceth a 
* Woe againſt thoſe by whom Offences come; ſaying, 
that it were better that they had never been born than 
that one of the Elect ſhould be thus offended. And, 
to let them ſee the moſt fatal Effects and deſtructive 
Conſequences that neceſſarily attend theſe baſe Practices, 
ſays he, © Your Schiſm hath perverted many, hath made 
many deſpond, and greatly grieved us all, and yet it 
* doth nor ceaſe :—( Nay ), by reaſon of your Ind iſcre- 
tion and Folly, the Name of God is (openly) blaſphem'd, 

and your ſelves brought into the utmoit Danger. 
Since then ſo many dreadful Evils are apparently 
lodged en the Womb of Separation, and fince it intail- 
eth 2 complicated Guilt and Miſchief upon the unwor- 
thy Authors of it, I wou'd earneſtly adviſe them to try 
al: Methods ro deliver themſelves it; and, there- 
fore, et them deſcend to a ſtrict Scruciny within their 
own Breaſts, and ſeriouſly examine what it is that makes 
them overrule the cleareſt Arguments and Convictions, 
and adhere to eſpouſed Notions and unjuſtifiable Prai- 
ces; and, if poſſible, to quit them out of Hand; be- 
cauſe, they are always to remember that it is the Devil's 
Maſter- piece and grand Deſign to divide and crumble us 
into Parties and Factions; and therefore, it highly con- 
cerns them to keep a vigilant Eye upon themſelves, leſt 
he unexpect-dly get an Advantage over them, and buoy 
them up en their dangerous Errours, by blowing up in 
them either a Spirit of Pride and Obſtinacy, or of C::rfuſrom 
and ary, the Spirit roo commonly prevailing in this 
wicked World, *+ whereby he worketh in the Children 
of Diſobed:encz, and leadeth them captive at his wr 
| t 


4 Clemet,r K.. ad Cor. p. 60, 61, 62. : ; 

* Hi func Orins atuur Conatus Schiſmaticorum male cogitantium, wt ſibi 

aut, wt | 122i rm ſeperbe Tumore contemnant , (:: de Ercleſia receditns, 
fic Alt ave proph.cuum foris coliocatur, fic contra Pacem Chriſti, & Ordi at ionem, 
argue Unit ate Yei rebellatur. Cypr. Ep. 6s. Sci. 4 p. 192 
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It is true, the invincible Anſwer to all Arguments of 
this Nature is Zeal for Chriſtian Liberty; but, if it 
ſhould prove to be acted by theſe falſe Principles, Li- 

is then but a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. I am ſure, 
ſuch exorbitant Outcries for Liberty are the great Inlet 
to Licentiouſneſs, and conſequently tend to the Subver- 
* only of Chriſtian Immunities, but of Chriſtiani- 

itſelf. 

7 is Concord, Peace, and Unity, that muſt ſtrengthen 
and advance the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and conſequently, 
moſt effectually maintain the Privileges of a Chriſtian. 

Had this National Church an abſolute Poſſeſſion of 
the Hearts and Hands of all their People, ſo as to make 
Profeſſion of one Body of Faith, and freely to ſubmit to 
one Diſcipline, and cordially join in one Communion, or 
Form of Divine Worſhip, it would not only caſt a Ter- 
ror, but Reverence into all foreign Adverſaries; It 
would make them dread all wicked Attempts, that might 
otherwiſe be form'd to embroil the Peace of our Jeruſalem ; 
It wou'd ſecure its Peace and Proſperity amidſt the 
blackeſt Storms and Hurricanes; and, like the Houſe 
that was built upon the Rock, tho' the Wind riſe, and 
the Waves ſwell and beat againſt it never ſo violently, 
it wou'd {till remain firm and unſhaken. 

Therefore, inſtead of endeavouring to aſſert ſuch un- 
reaſonable Freedoms as make us break into Parties, and 
fly at a Diſtance from one another, let us all, with the 
Plalmif, go into the Houſe of the Lord together as 
Friends, and pray for the Unity and Peace of Jeruſalem ; 
and, with that Primitive Saint and Father juſt now men- 
tioned, if any of us have been guilty of the great Sin of 
Schiſm and Separation, repent, and ſay; If through my 
Means there hath been Sedition, Contention, and Schiſm, 
© I will remove and depart whitherſoever you pleaſe, 
and will do whatſoever ſhall be commanded me by any 
aof you, provided the Flock of Chriſt may live in Peace, 
and Unity under their proper Paſtours. And then 
would our eſtabliſhed Church, as well as that at Corinth, 
which was ſo very earneſtly defired in this Epiſtle, be as 
a City that is at Unity within itſelf; and this wou'd 
bring Peace within her Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within 
her Palaces ; therefore, pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem ; for 
they Hall proſper that love Thee. 


* Clem. 1 Ex. ad Cor. p. 69. 
„ 


